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Naming the large pond at Prado the NAVHDA pond is    

now complete with a beautiful forestry style sign. Thanks to 

our chapter president Bob Worrell who built and installed 

this landmark. Checking on our planting done at workday I 

noticed many of the cattails had floated away from their un-

der water positioning, but the ones that had a large root with 

lots of mud seem to have made it and look like they will 

grow and multiply. This cattail growth will make our Utility 

Test training much less time consuming as many upcoming 

test entrants can tell you. Presently a handler will do water 

training at Raahauges and then come back to Prado for field 

work, with many training days containing visits to both sites. 

The July training day was focused on “Sport Dog” protection. This was our second Rattle-

snake Awareness Clinic and included an opportunity for vaccinations given by chapter 

member and Veterinarian Dr. David Hinebaugh . Thanks to Doctor David half of the price 

of the vaccination was donated to the chapter. Thanks Doc! 
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TRAINING DAY PHOTOS 

Visiting San Diego Chapter President Ericka Dennis 

with questions for Dr. Hinebaugh 

Chris Gentner’s Bodie gets his vaccination 

Gabby  Awbrey gives us all an invitation to this year’s 

Annual Meeting held in San Diego 

Shauna Vartanian with a real cutie 
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RATTLESNAKE AVOIDANCE CLINIC 

Snake bite prevention is what a rattlesnake clinic is all about. From the people that give 

this class to the owner that takes his four legged companion to attend , we want to prevent 

a rattlesnake encounter. As NAVHDA members we are fortunate that an article on this 

subject was written in the July issue of our VHD magazine by Lisa Boyer, DVM in her 

“Veterinary Advise” column. I encourage you to read it, there is a lot of information in it 

that can help you maintain your dog’s safety.  

 

 Awareness of a snake is the first step towards prevention. In a SoCal NAVHDA rattle-

snake avoidance clinic three senses are used to teach this awareness. First the dog is led 

into the scent cone given off from the snake to teach the danger of this aroma. Second the 

dog is taken close enough to hear the rattle noise and again taught this danger, and finally 

allowed to see this danger in the open. It is in this final stage that our clinic director’s ex-

perience comes to light. Our director Richard Andrew (Andy) watches the reaction the 

schooled dog makes when it sees the snake. If curious eye contact is shown teaching is 

given again until the student shows that it wants nothing to do with this creature. 

 

An important part of this year’s clinic was when the dog’s owner was asked to handle his 

dog through the field where the snakes were kept in cages. This was meant to teach the 

handler how his dog will act when it becomes aware of a rattler and in many cases the han-

dler had to drag his dog towards the snake. 

Diamond Back rattlesnake used for visual avoidance teaching 
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It is recommended that a dog go through this training twice and it was easy to see which 

student was in its second class. I felt sorry for Andy when one of our “Sport Dogs”  return-

ing for its second class caught the scent of Andy’s snake. It was all Andy could do but hang 

on as the lesson had been learned the first time.  

 

For those that didn’t make it down to the clinic area you missed a chance to see a good col-

lection of rattlesnakes. Andy had brought along a Mojave Green just to show handlers and 

was well kept in it’s cage as it is the deadliest snake in the United States. As Andy’s helper 

for this year’s clinic I felt those dogs attending were well schooled and if by choice would 

never out of curiosity go anywhere close to a rattlesnake. 

Handler Justin Jordan & Bella working the field 

portion of the class 

Klaus wants no part of this snake as handler 

Kathie Richter tries to bring him in 
Diana, Kristin, Richard & Richard Sr. with 

Cayenne watch as Shooter takes his class 
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POSITION: CATCHER/UTILITY 

HITTING ORDER: LEAD OFF 

TEAM: IRENE FRADELLA 

COMMENTS: GREAT ON BASE  PERCENTAGE 

AND ALWAYS A THREAT TO STEAL 

POSITION: FIRST BASE 

HITTING ORDER: SECOND 

TEAM: ANNE  TAGUCHI 

COMMENTS: THIS LEFTY IS GREAT AT HIT-

TING TO THE OPPOSITE FIELD 

POSITION: SHORTSTOP 

HITTING ORDER: THIRD 

TEAM: CLINT CLELAND 

COMMENTS: ALWAYS ABLE TO LAP UP 

ANYTHING ON HIS SIDE OF THE FIELD 

POSITION: CENTER FIELD 

HITTING ORDER: CLEAN-UP 

TEAM: KIRT GILLILAND 

COMMENTS: ALWAYS ABLE TO TRACK-DOWN 

ANYTHING HIT HIS WAY 



PAGE    Page 6 

POSITION: SECOND BASE 
HITTING ORDER: FIFTH 

TEAM: PAT BEAVERS / PAUL ASH 

COMMENTS: LOOKING TO RECEIVE A 
GOLD PAW AWARD FOR NO ERRORS 

MADE THIS SEASON 

 

POSITION: LEFT FIELD 
HITTING ORDER: SIXTH 

TEAM: TIM COOPER / SHEILA OLSON 

COMMENTS: THIS LEFTY HAS A GREAT 
ARM AND NO ONE  TAKES EXTRA 

BASES ON THIS  GUY 

POSITION: RIGHT FIELD 
HITTING ORDER: SEVENTH 

TEAM: KIMBERLY  GENTNER 

COMMENTS: A TEAM  PLAYER WITH 
GREAT INSTINCTS 

 
 

POSITION:  PITCHER 

HITTING ORDER: NINTH 
TEAM: CHRIS GENTNER 

COMMENTS: COMING FROM A 

BIG LEAGUE FAMILY AND AL-
READY HAS A GREAT MOVE TO 

FIRST. SCOUTS ARE  HIGH ON 

THIS HARD THROWING SOUTH-
PAW 

POSITION: THIRD BASE 
HITTING ORDER: EIGTH 

TEAM: ANTHONY MENNILLO 

COMMENTS: CAN HANDLE THE HOT 
CORNER WITH A GUN FOR AN ARM 
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GETTING READY FOR OUR FALL TEST 

Our Fall Test on September 23-25 will be here before we know it. Your Chapter officers 

have been making plans to put together another fine test, but we need your help. Last 

year’s test was hit with many difficulties right from the start, from the draining of the 

large pond at Raahauges that we had planed to use for our duck search to the bad seed 

used in planting our test field, and not to mention the record setting heat spell. We as a 

chapter pulled together and gave one of the best test yet and it was with your help. Put 

the date on your calendar, set the time aside and be there. 

 

This year’s test is a full one, with many dogs testing. To test this many dogs we are go-

ing to use two sets of judging teams. This will require a coordinated group of volunteers 

to be ready for what ever test order the judging teams decide to run. This will be a chal-

lenge to our chapter but one I think we will be ready to meet. 

 

Guido had sent over a list of the entrants to be published in this newsletter and I noticed 

that a few of our Junior All-Star team members will be testing. It will be great fun to see 

them in action, so come out and support your team. 

Reading the scores 2010 SoCal Fall Test 
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Hey SoCal NAVHDA Members, 

  

      It's that time of year again! With our Fall test around the corner I've been putting 

together a line up of volunteers for our Fall Test on September 23,24 and the 25th. 

We need plenty of volunteers for all three days and we hope many members will par-

ticipate. If there is any one who can no longer volunteer for those days listed please 

let me know as soon as possible. There can be more then one volunteer per position 

per day. Please respond with which position you would like to volunteer for and 

which day. There will be an updated list on the NAVHDA website under the Fall Test 

2011 menu. Please be aware that we will be testing with bobwhite quail for the natu-

ral ability and using chukar for the utility test, so train accordingly.  

  

Good luck, 

Steven Loefler 

Test Secretary  

FROM THE TEST SECRETARY 

2010 duck search at Raahauges pond 
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These helper positions need to be filled to have a successful test. 

Please find a day and position you would like to take to help with 

this years test. Contact Test Secretary Steven Loefler with your 

choice 

   sloefler08@yahoo.com  

mailto:sloefler08@yahoo.com
mailto:sloefler08@yahoo.com
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FALL TEST ENTRANTS 
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"This time of the year, the floral stalk is bril-

liant and it's very attractive, especially along 

hiking trails or roads where people make a 

stop," Oldar said. "They'll go out and actually pick it and take it home as a flower 

arrangement, not knowing that contact, for the vast majority of the public, will 

cause a poison oak reaction." 

Symptoms range from itching to a rash or blisters lasting as long as two weeks. 

George Ewan with the Orange County Fire Authority said the pain is reminiscent to 

coming in contact with stinging nettles. 

"It's like that that except it doesn't wear off," Ewan said. "It goes for quite a while." 

Oldar said the bush is typically dormant, but bloomed as a result of the Santiago 

Canyon fire in October. 

DANGER 

PURPLE-FLOWERED 

POODLE-DOG BUSH 

Orange County Register 

March 23, 2008 

  

By: Eugene W. Fields 

A pretty purple-flowered bush blooming 

on the hills of the burned areas in Santi-

ago and Modjeska canyons is a danger to 

people, according to the Department of 

Forestry. 

The flower, commonly known as poodle-

dog bush, is an irritant akin to poison oak, 

said forester Eric Oldar 

Note 
added July 
22, 2011: 
There are re
ports of lots 
of this along 
the trails of 
the 2009 
Station Fire 
burn area. 

http://www.inciweb.org/incident/1856/
http://www.inciweb.org/incident/1856/
http://www.inciweb.org/incident/1856/
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"It becomes prevalent after a major disturbance like fire or something that takes the area 

back to the barren ground," Oldar said. "It will blossom, grow, and eventually be replaced 

by other dominant vegetation until another disturbance occurs”. He is trying to get the 

word out about the bush. Oldar said “the prevalence period could last as long as a decade”, 

which is one of the reasons his department is trying to get the word out about the bush.  

Another reason is because of the attractiveness of the flower. 

"This time of year, it can be a greater attracting to the public," he said. "Later in the sea-

son, the flowers drop and the shrub will continue to exist, but it has no particular character-

istic that would cause the public to come in contact with it." 

Oldar said people should go to their doctor if they start to itch. An over-the-counter rem-

edy is calamine lotion or anything that has a cortisone derivative. 

Ewan said avoidance is the best remedy. 

"If you're going to go out into the foothills or into the burn area, be careful," he said. 

"There's a cute little flower out there that's purple and if you touch it, it's going to 

get you." 

  

Purple-Flowered Poodle-Dog bush 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

Sacramento– June21 
The Public Safety Committee in 

the state Assembly voted and 

passed 5-2 bill SB 917, which 

would prohibit the sale or adver-

tisement of dogs for sale in certain 

public places. The California Out-

door Heritage Alliance provided 

testimony against the measure, 

and is opposing the bill due to its 

impact on legitimate dog breeders 

and sellers, as well as non-profit 

groups that auction hunting dogs 

at fundraising events. The bill is 

now sent on to be heard by the As-

sembly Appropriations Committee 

on July 6 

California bill SB 917 has passed 

and been sent on to Governor 

Jerry Browns desk. Click on your 

California state flag for more 

about this story 

http://wearechangetv.us/2011/07/california-sb-917-passed-state-can-take-custody-of-pets-farm-animals/
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Visit NAVHDA International at: 

www.navhda.org 

Training Days Guidelines & 

Procedures 

 

(1) Please keep your dog under control 

at all times, particularly when he/she is 

not working on a drill. 

 

(2) Everyone in the field must wear 

blaze orange hat, t-shirt or vest and 

have completed a hunter safety class or 

have a hunting license. 

 

(3)  Children are to be supervised and 

remain in the designated parking area 

Please support all of the NAVHDA 

official  

Sponsors 

Position Officers 

President Robert Worrell 

Vice President Chris Gentner 

Secretary Guido Dei 

Director of Publications Rodge Fradella 

Director of Promotions Jon Vesely 

Training Coordinator Jon Auer 

Treasurer Guido Dei 


