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The Spring Test 
On March 19 & 20 SOCAL NAVHDA held it’s Spring Test.  This year 

we only tested Natural Ability which is puppies younger than 16 

months.  Thirteen dogs participated.  The N.A. test is  less stressful 

than the Utility Prep Test or the Utility Test as the pups are ex-

pected to make some mistakes.  In general,  the pups can make a few 

mistakes and will not be penalized too severely.  The Utility Test 

takes much more preparation as the dog  has  been trained to do 

many different tasks that all require discipline and cooperation.  

Training for the Utility Test will bring you and your dog into a much 

closer partnership.  Last year I heard a new member compare the 

N.A. test to Arithmetic and the U.T. Test to Trigonometry.   That 

may not be the perfect analogy but it may be close.  A handful of 

good short training sessions may reasonably get you through the 

N.A. test whereas the U.T. test is going to take  a few months or 

several of consistent work.  In this month’s newsletter we will focus 

on the parts of the N.A. test . .. . What is being tested and perhaps 

some training ideas to help in the future.  In next month’s newslet-

ter we will start looking at the U.T. test and how you may begin 

training for it.  Congratulations  and thanks to Clint Lager on suc-

cessfully organizing and administering his first NAVHDA test.  It is 

great to see some of our newer members stepping up to help.  This 

month we will have an article on Clint as he has been very busy in the 

dog world.  Judges for the test were Alan Harmeyer, Lisa Pehur, and  

fellow SOCAL NAVHDA member Herb Schoderer.  Alan and Lisa 

judge the Invitational and also are professional trainers.  After the 

2nd day of the test they held a Question/Answer session to help 

people resolve training issues.     Continued page 3 
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The Spring Test 
It was refreshing to hear some new ideas and possibly some 

old ideas explained in a different manner.  So much of dog 

training is being able to clearly communicate with the dog 

what they need to do.  In essence this is basically knowing 

what button to push.  It’s amazing how you can train some-

thing a certain way over and over and sometimes not see 

improvement and then a simple change  can instantly con-

nect with the dog and they now perform the task perfectly.  

Remember also that individuals who train many dogs have a 

much better perspective than those of us who only train 1,2 

or 3.  One advantage of the owner/handler is that you get 

to know your dog much better.  However, one of the disad-

vantages is that your dog also gets to know you.  Frequently 

they know what buttons to push on their owner to allow 

them to “be in charge” to some degree.  Thanks to all who 

volunteered, it’s appreciated.  We could not have a test 

without volunteers.  Congratulations also to Aaron Tyznik, 

Larry Malter and Thomas Fint whose pups took the N.A. 

Test for the 2nd time and showed significant improvement.  

Initially, these 3 dogs had a Prize 3  and  2—no prizes.  Now 

the pups  had a Prize 3 and 2 Prize 1’s.  Great Job !!!  Be-

coming a top notch hunting dog is a process for our dogs.  

Recognize that your dog will show significant growth every 

6—8 months if you are training.  Try not and  “give up” on 

your dog due to a low test score or two.  Frequently WE 
are learning how to train a dog while they are trying to 

learn how to meet your expectations.  Happy Training !! 
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Tracking 
Recognizing during my first 2 NA Tests and UT tests 

that both my dogs were struggling with tracking I 

came to the conclusion that “I was the Problem”.  

This took me a year and a half to figure out so I am 

not always the quickest learner.  At this point I went 

to Amazon and ordered what appeared to be the 3 

best books on teaching dogs to track.  Amazingly af-

ter reading these books and implementing some of 

their strategies both of my dogs improved greatly.   

Some of the things I learned was to always mark 

your track so that you know exactly where you 

dragged something.  Use little sprinkler flags, flag-

ging tape or other.  Also always mark definitively 

where your track begins AND always start your dog 

on the same side of your body.  The left side may 

make the most sense to your dog as that is generally 

where heeling is taught.   

Have a specific word to signal the dog to track 

Some have a separate collar . . .this again is a sig-

nal to your dog as to what the dog should do 

Use a fairly long check-cord 25-30 feet 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13 
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Managing Chaos 
My pup Boogie is pictured above doing the Field Search at the N.A. Test.  Ralph Martinez and I both 

have pups and have been training together.  It has been going real smooth and controlled.  We plant 

some homing pigeons in launchers and wait for the point . . We then make them stay on point awhile, 

(Ralph calls this “making em sweat it out”), and then launch it.  Boogie was the steady methodical 

searcher.  That is until she found her first Chukar at the test.  The above picture is how she looked 

through the rest of the search.  Her feet rarely touched the ground.  It was ON!!  She barely stayed 

in the field.  Sometimes your dog will get out of control during a test.  Enjoy the moment.  Your dog is 

having a blast.  Let the judges think you’re in control.  Tomorrow you can start working on 

recall, . . . .again! 
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Developing the point in your Versatile dog is very important.  They need to grow comfortable 

and patient while on point.  They need to recognize that what they are doing is “correct”.  

There are different ways of achieving this and we will try and look at a few of those methods.  

It is important to remember NOT to correct a dog while he is on point.   If something good is 

happening, close your mouth.  Calmly reassure your dog.  Stroke their side or belly calmly.  Do 

not yell  “whoa” or excitedly celebrate.  Be calm , focus on your dog and the moment.  Keep an 

eye on your dog. Read the situation so that you can possibly stay one step ahead of your dog.  

Personally I prefer as much as possible using a launcher with homing pigeons.  When the dog 

moves towards the bird . . .release it and let it chase.  This is what happens in nature.  The 

bird is teaching the dog to be more careful. From there the dog will slow down and begin to 

creep in . . .again release the bird and let chase.  Quickly your pup will start freezing in place 

to hold the point and prevent the fly away.  Gradually extend the wait, when your pup takes a 

step release the bird, you will be surprised  how quick your pup learns to hold point 20 seconds 

to a minute.  Always end the sequence with happy praise and if they showed good patience let 

them retrieve a clipped wing pigeon or a freshly thawed pigeon.  Some other ways of training 

this are listed below. 

 

Clipped Wing pigeon— When starting training your pup it is important that you spend a lit-

tle time building the desire of your dog to want birds.  One way to do this is to let a 

clipped wing pigeon go in your back yard and then bring your pup into the area on a check-

cord. You have the check-cord so that you can maintain some control.  As your pup becomes 

aware of the pigeon one of three things  will happen.  They will point the pigeon. Chase the 

pigeon or possibly show little interest.  If they chase the pigeon just let it happen.  After 

they get the pigeon let them play with it for a minute or so.  Then walk them out of the ar-

ea and do it again.  If they point it this is a good sign . . You probably should pet them a lit-

tle and reassure them and see how long they will hold it.  Eventually they will break and 

have a little chase.  This should build their interest and you should allow a minute or so of 

chase and catch.  If they show no interest you need to get the bird to try and fly to build 

interest.  You might want to attach it by string to a PVC pole to be able to put it near your 

pup and tease him.  You want to see a little chase.  Do not let them play with the bird very 

long.  You simply want to ignite the fire a little.  Do this 2 or 3 times for 2 or 3 nights. 

Locked Wing Pigeon  -  You may want to have someone show you this. Basically you extend 

the pigeons wings above him and interlock the elbow area and the wrist.  Once this is done 

they cannot fly and will patiently lay in the cover.  So Lock the wings of a pigeon and place him 

in some cover.  Go get your pup onto his checkcord.  Work the pup left to right on the check-

cord  getting your pup a little excited about exploring (hunting).  Once excited bring the pup 

in from the cross wind side of the pigeon and bring the pup on the checkcord to the downwind 

side of the pigeon.   Continued next page. 

Fieldwork:  Developing the Point 
By Gary Johnson 
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Once the scent cone hits the pups nose they should turn and hopefully “lock up” into a point.  

If they want to walk in and inspect, don’t let them.  Hold your check-cord firmly and work your 

way up the rope until you are kneeling next to your pup.  Continue holding the check-cord and 

calmly stroke your dogs side or belly.  Calmly reassure him with “good boy”.  You may gently 

stroke downwards on the back of the tail a few times.  Don’t overdo  working the tail, you may 

create a flagging problem.  You also may gently push the back of the pups shoulders or the 

back of his legs towards the bird.  This should make him firm up his stance with his front legs.  

Gently pick your pup up . . .two hands underneath or one hand underneath and one on collar and 

move away out of the scent cone.  Relocate the pigeon and repeat 2 or 3 times.  You are trying 

to make your pup feel comfortable and confident in pointing birds. 

Pigeon in a tip up—Have someone help you with this.  Treat this very similarly to the 

locked wing pigeon.  However, when your pup points you will have your friend walk in front 

to the “tip up”.  They will kick around in the grass for a little bit.  When you tell them they 

will release the pigeon to fly away ( homing pigeons are much cheaper).  Regardless of 

whether you have homing pigeons you should let it fly away (do not shoot it).   At this point 

you have a decision to make and it regards steadiness training.  The NAVHDA viewpoint is 

to let the dog chase the bird to build drive.  Some other training perspectives would say 

NOT to let them chase this flying pigeon as you are making the steadiness training more 

difficult by allowing the chase.  Regardless of your decision here, chase or no chase we usu-

ally let the pup end the sequence with the retrieve of a fresh thawed pigeon or a clipped 

wing pigeon.  Ending with a bird in the mouth is happiness for most pups.  If the pup does 

not retrieve . ..no worries . .. .that will all get worked out later.  Do NOT let the pup  tear 

into the pigeon.  Use your check-cord to control the pup.  Do not ever let the pup feel it’s  

OK to damage the bird.  They are to bring it to you.  It’s teamwork.  Praise the pup after 

each sequence.  Let them know finding and pointing birds is FUN and nothing beats retriev-

ing.  If they don’t want to drop the bird , have a treat or piece of hot dog handy and offer 

it to them they will usually eagerly trade.  If they are not in the trading mood, kind of 

goose them under the back hip.  A little squeeze in this area usually works.  Another good 

method is to push the bird backwords towards their throat.  A gag reflex will occur and 

they will eagerly drop it.  Praise them afterwards. 

Getting out in front of your dog  -  The drill is basically the same but place the tip-ups 

out farther and put them on the left and the right.  The distance apart should be 75—100 

yards .  If your dog is not quartering yet, or holding point.  Keep them on the check-cord 

and quarter them towards the tip-ups.  Be aware of wind direction and try to bring them in 

20—30 yards down wind.  This is farther than you have been, but try and see if their nose 

is identifying the scent from a greater distance. Now when your pup establishes point , 

work your way up the check-cord and again calmly reassure them.  Stroke the tail a couple 

times and give them a gentle nudge forward to see if they firm up their front quarters.  

Now the change is that you are going to gently switch places with your training partner and 

have them hold the check-cord while you move out front.  

Fieldwork:  Developing the Point: continued 
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The ―Spectator‖ 
Kim Gentner, Treasurer of SOCAL NAVHDA,   is 

watching her husband and others  during Fieldwork .  It 

is sometimes difficult to get a good view of the action 

and standing on a well placed pipe sometimes gets you a 

much better view of the action. 

 If the pup has a lot of drive I like to use a half 

hitch in the check-cord around their flank to 

take their rear legs out of the equation.  Have 

someone show you the half-hitch.  Now you will 

gently walk out front watching your pup the 

whole time.  If they try to walk with you . .gently 

pick them up and move them back to where they 

were on point.  Kick around a little bit pretending 

you are looking for a bird.  Then release the pi-

geon and repeat the clipped wing or thawed pi-

geon throw from the previous drill.  Release them 

and let them “retrieve”.  Again if they simply run 

after it and play with it. That’s no big deal as you 

will  teach them a formal retrieve later. 

Launchers—Great way to build Steadiness  

Bird dogs are predators.  It is foolish to think we 

know more about how or when to point than they 

do.  We know there is a scent cone BUT  we have 

no idea how strong or exactly where it is . . .. 

.your dog knows.  The launchers are the most 

natural way to teach them.  Review the beginning 

of the article for how to do this.  Letting your 

dog learn how to point on his own should create a 

much stronger point.  They will freeze in a stance 

that will have their tail and body quiver.  Some-

times the point is so intense it makes you want to 

lock up and point with happiness!!   

Be careful not to become too involved with 

―styling up the point‖ by stroking the tail etc.  

Sometimes if the owner becomes too involved you 

will lose the staunchness and intensity that the 

dog naturally brings. 

Fieldwork:  Developing the Point:  
continued 
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The Bird Planter 
Vladimir Litvin plants birds for the 

Spring N.A. Test.  He was one of several 

volunteers who helped make the test 

possible.  When you volunteer to help at 

a test you probably will learn a new skill.  

That may be how to plant birds, run the 

winger zinger, carry pheasants to the 

judges (without losing them), or many 

other things.  As you spend a few hours 

volunteering you probably will get to 

know people better which may give you 

some other folks to train or hunt with.  

Generally speaking the bird planters are 

told by the Bird Steward, “birdman”, 

how many birds to plant.  The “birdman” 

knows this as the judges will relay via 

walkie talkie what they need.  Good com-

munication  between judges and bird 

planters makes a test run smoothly.  Vol-

unteers make a test possible. 

Waiting your Turn 
Much of “Test Day” is spent waiting for your 

turn to participate.  Your dog is feeding off  your 

energy.  Remember that the entire day should be 

focused on your dog giving their optimal perfor-

mance.  Frequently spending too much time 

standing around waiting is not good for the dog.  

There is a different energy amongst the specta-

tors on test day and your dog can sense it.  Of-

ten times it is better to leave your dog in the 

crate,  take your dog for a short swim or a short 

walk at heel than standing around waiting for 

your turn.  Also, unless your dog is extremely 

well socialized  you may not want to stand near 

other dogs or under the EZ UP with several oth-

er people.  Try and make test day as similar to a 

regular training day as possible.  Bring calm con-

fident energy to the test and your dog will also 

be calm and confident.  No matter what happens 

at the test you still will go home with a great 

dog. 
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HUNTING AT PRADO:  WE ARE NOT ALONE 

LUNCH TIME IS NOW OVER 
THINGS  THAT AFFECT FIELDWORK 

Wind Direction—scent carries on the wind 

Water-rain, bodies of water, is your dog hy-

drated?  

Coverage— how much and what type of vege-

tation , is a particular weed or plant affecting 

scenting conditions, are certain plants limiting 

the search (cactus) 

Terrain— is the dog limited by the terrain or 

is the terrain causing the birds to run or hold 

more than normal 

Temperature-  Heat will affect dogs energy 

levels . .be careful not to overheat them. . 80 

degrees monitor closely, short runs only. 



 11 

The ―Birdman‖ 
It seems every NAVHDA Chapter has a “birdman”. We are fortunate to have two.  Jon Vesely and Ty 

Mitchel who is sleeping above. It is nearly impossible to train bird dogs without birds.  Many of us 

scoffed as we bought our versatile dog and  the breeder said you would soon have pigeons at your 

house.  As our dogs improved and they begin to come of age  many of us buy small bird cages to carry 

birds to training. We then get bigger cages.  Before too long we are keeping birds during the week . . 

.so we don’t have to find birds next weekend.  Last night I had a neighbor lady from down the block 

walk  to my house to have a discussion.  She asked if I had been out in my yard working late on Tues-

day night as they were hearing strange noises coming from my house.  I replied that, “No Tuesday, I 

got a good nights rest.”  The lady said it was the strangest noise and I could swear it was from your 

house.  She then did a perfect impression of a Chukar clucking.  Laughing I walked her to my patio 

and showed her the chukar in cages awaiting this weekends training.  Bird dog training has a strange 

way of overtaking your life.  Our dogs love us regardless . . .. .the least we can do is buy them a few 

Chukar.  Every drug addict NEEDS a drug dealer.  Likewise, every  serious bird dog trainer absolutely, 

positively  NEEDS  a connection with a BIRDMAN.  Now that you’ve found a great bird dog it’s time to 

find some birds.  Happy hunting! 
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The Swimming Test 
In the NAVHDA NATURAL ABILITY 

Test your dog must demonstrate a will-

ingness to swim.  Their will be a varie-

ty of bumpers at the edge of the shore 

and you will pick one up . .tease your 

dog a little and throw it in and then 

command him to fetch. The retrieve is 

not important as the swimming is being 

judged. To help a dog want to swim you 

may need to bring your swimming trunks 

or waders and go in the water and 

start throwing a ball around . .your pup 

may be enticed to enter and  join you.  

Cheese balls (the puffy kind) float on 

the water and pups like to eat them.  

Some stand at the edge of the water 

with several cheese balls and throw 

them into the water. Your pup may ea-

gerly enter to try and eat them . . As 

they float away he may suddenly find 

that he is swimming.  Joining older 

dogs playing in the water is also a good 

method.  Good luck. 
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Tracking—continued 
Run the check-cord under their front leg or 

use a tracking harness 

If the dog is on the track release more rope 

until the whole length is used and then walk 

quickly behind the dog as they track 

If the dog gets off the track shorten the 

length of rope up to about 10 feet . . Repeat 

your tracking command until they drop their 

nose and follow the track . . .if they don’t 

find it restart at the feather pile 

Always track down wind or cross wind 

Start off with short tracks in a straight 

line— 20-40 yards 

Initially use some hot dog pieces sprinkled 

along the way as rewards  and possibly a lot 

of hot dog at end the first time . .. Surprise 

them with the  quantity of the  reward 

As they improve lengthen the track and start 

making a J bend and then do an L and then 

continue in original direction 

Now you should be at 100-200 yards  and 

changing into different types of cover 

You can start to age the track a little.  Do 

your drag and wait an hour or so.  It will be 

more challenging 

You want your dog to be successful every-

time  so take gradual steps 

If they are young and you want more scent, 

dip the bird in water before dragging 

CONTINUED PAGE 17 
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SOCAL NAVHDA OFFICERS 

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures 

(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly when he/she 

is not working on a drill. 

(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or vest.  Mem-

bers holding a gun in the field must have completed a hunter safety 

class or have a hunting license. 

(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated parking area 

at all times. 

(4) No alcohol on premises. 

(5) “Boat Safety”, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life jacket when 

in the boat. 
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The Swimming Portion of the Natural Ability Test does  not  include the handler 

entering the water to “retrieve” the dog!!  The judges docked the pup 2 points in 

“cooperation” . . .however the handler got 5 points for “desire”. 

My dog is worried about the 

economy because Alpo is up to 

$3.00 a can. That’s  

almost $21.00 in dog  

money.” 
 

Joe Weinstein 

After organizing and running our Spring test Clint Lager loaded up his 

jeep and drove to northern California to compete in the VCA Western 

Gun Dog Championships. These are the judges and gallery at the test.  

It is similar to our field work only dogs are run in braces (2 at a 

time).  Spectators ride horses as the  field is much larger than Prado. 
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Clint  was the test secretary for our Spring Test.  Pat Beaver has been our test secretary 

for the last several tests.  Clint  is  a fairly new member to SOCAL  NAVHDA  compared to 

many as his dog Duke is only about 2 years old.  The test ran smoothly   without problems.   

As we had only 13 dogs running a  special training Question and Answer session was held with 

the judges after the test.  It appeared many  were interested in the information given and it 

was a nice setting   to be able to casually ask some random training or testing questions with 

people from a different part of the country that may have a different perspective.  It 

doesn’t necessarily mean their information is “better” however sometimes the typical training 

methods we use are not being as effective as you would like.  It was an excellent casual op-

portunity to try and get another perspective.  If you enjoyed this as much as I did thank 

Clint as this was something new.  Clint has been very busy since he got Duke.  He attends 

most of our training days , unless it is hunting season.  Last fall  Duke was the youngest dog in 

our UT Test and received a Prize 1.  In the Duck Search, Duke looked like a little motorboat 

as he took a straight line and swam all the way across the pond.  He then searched on the way 

back. Duke is one of only six Vizsla’s in the nation to qualify for the NAVHDA INVITATIONAL.    
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Tracking:  continued 
Training for the N.A. test  try and not let 

your dog get pecked by a pheasant  . . .you 

may want NOT to practice with a live bird 

In the U.T. Test don’t forget that they are 

going to have your dog enter heavier cover . 

.. .don’t forget to train for this . . .do short 

drags from low cover to heavy cover and 

then lengthen 

In the U.T. Test  remember that it is criti-

cal  the dog bring the duck back and deliver 

it to your hand 

You can ensure the retrieve with a solid 

force fetch program and  to train simply 

place  a duck in your dogs mouth have him 

stay as you walk away ... then call him to 

come to you or heel . . .if he’s having trou-

ble  . ..start this on the check-cord 

Dogs have amazing noses that they love to 

use.  Put some regular tracking  into your 

training regiment. Your dogs will love the 

challenge. 

Why does watching a dog be 

a dog fill one with happiness?‖ 

—Jonathan Safran Foer 

 

A dog can’t think that much 

about what he’s doing, he 

just does what feels right.‖ 

―Barbara Kingsolver  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Safran_Foer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Kingsolver
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbara_Kingsolver
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In the AKC world Duke has received the Junior Hunter, Senior Hunter and Master Hunter titles.  He 

is usually the youngest dog entered in these events also.  Duke is also a registered AKC Canine Good 

Citizen.   Since he was a pup Duke has been participating in AKC Field Trials.  Duke won the derby (2 

years and under) at the largest California Field trial .  Judges awarded him first place  out of 20 en-

tries.  There were over 120 dogs participating in this event.  Clint, I believe , was the only non—pro 

handler to win there.  This accomplishment earned Duke an invite to the Vizsla Western National Gun 

Dog Championships held this year in northern California.  Kevin Billy flew up north to cheer Clint and 

Duke on and possibly take some photographs.  Word is he may have also been looking for a “boyfriend” 

for his dog Mika.  Duke was one of the only non Field Champions invited and performed well.  He got 

around the course “clean” finding birds and backing other dogs without a glitch.  Kevin reported that 

there were around 30 spectators on  horses following the dogs as they hunted.  Logistically it was not 

easy for Clint as he administered the SOCAL NAVHDA TEST on   Friday, Saturday and Sunday and 

then went home and packed his trailer so he could leave at 3 a.m. Monday morning to get to this event.  

Clint has made a few YOUTUBE videos of some of their adventures.  If you google Clint Lager and  

Duke you may find these videos.  Obviously you need a dog with a lot of drive to win in some of these 

events.  However, do not minimize how much effect you can have as a trainer and handler.  Consistency 

when training, focus on your objectives and making it fun for your dog can make an enormous differ-

ence in one’s results.  Several field trial people have told Clint that NAVHDA and hunt tests are detri-

mental to his success in Field Trials.  Some NAVHDA and hunt test people suggest Field Trials may 

limit his success in their arena.  This is possibly true.  However, Clint and Duke simply try and do it all . 

.. And so far they have been quite successful. 

I believe NAVHDA is the best venue for you to train your dog.  It will also force your dog to become 

versatile. The UT test demands that a dog  get pretty good at many things: retrieving, fieldwork, 

steadiness, water retrieval, duck search, obedience and working independently.  However,  consider  

what other things may  you want to do with your dog AFTER you have successfully mastered the 

NAVHDA tests.  You will have many years left together  and your journey does not have to end.  

NSTRA, Field Trials, Hunting, Conformation, Agility, Search and Rescue are some of the many options 

you may want to explore. 
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Portuguese Pointer 

The Portuguese pointer (perdigueiro Português) arose from the 

ancient Iberian hunting dogs with his presence in Portugal trace-

able to the early Twelfth Century. Initially the dog was bred in 

the royal kennels and later became a very popular hunting dog for 

the lower classes of society. In the Eighteenth Century, many  

English families established a presence in the region of Oporto in 

the business of wine production and came to know the Portuguese 

hunting breed which was taken to England where they played a 

part in the origin of social hardships, the breed began a progres-

sive decline. It was not until the 1920's when some breed-

ers made an effort to salvage the breed by locating some of the 

ancient Portuguese dogs in the inaccessible north of Portugal. 

The Portuguese pedigree book was then established in 1932 and 

breed standard in 1938. For at least a thousand years, this dog 

has always had the same square head, a marked stop, triangular 

ears and compact look.  The Portuguese name for this breed is 

“Perdigueiro Português,” derived from “perdigon,” the Portuguese 

word for “partridge.” The Portuguese Pointer is probably de-

scended from the dogs used by Portuguese falconers in the fifth 

and sixth centuries. Portuguese Pointers were described in a 12th 

century Portuguese book of hunting by Joao I, and appear in the 

13th century paintings of Alfonso III. The Portuguese were a 

great seafaring people and it is quite likely that this well-

established breed influenced the development of a number of Eu-

ropean gun dogs. The breed was introduced to England where its 

influence can still be seen in the English Pointer.  

The Portuguese Pointer is a medium-sized, well-balanced dog with 

a distinctive “square” face, drop ears, and a tail that is carried 

pendant when the dog is standing and level with the back or 

slightly above when the dog is moving. The body of the Portu-

guese Pointer is almost square.                       Continued page 20 
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The Portuguese Pointer should be evaluated as a working gun 

dog and exaggerations or faults should be penalized in propor-

tion to how much they interfere with the dog’s ability to work.  

The Portuguese Pointer has strong hunting instincts. In the 

field, the Portuguese Pointer is a tenacious hunter in all sorts of 

terrain and climate. The dog’s affectionate nature is so intense 

that the Portuguese standard describes it as “…occasionally 

even embarrassing”. This devotion, however, makes the Portu-

guese a joy in the field because no dog delights more in sharing 

the hunt with its master.   A tenacious hunter and a good walker. 

He beats the ground with the perseverance of an experienced 

explorer, instantly looking for his prey, with all the attention 

required by his excellent subtle nose and his outstanding skill. A 

crafty worker and a faithful helpmate to the hunting sportsman. 

Alert and silent, raised head, open nostrils, by his demeanor, his 

look, the position of his tail or his gait, he conveys to his atten-

tive companion the knowledge gained through his sense of smell. 

A good Portuguese Pointing Dog is always ready to help with in-

telligence, sometimes even with surprising cunning. The dog 

manages to stand still when the smell of the game awakes his 

senses. He points firmly, in odd attitudes connected with his 

characteristic mental reflexes : Contracted face, glassy, fixed 

gaze, poised listening ears, immobile head, rigid horizontal tail, a 

foreleg raised; he is at times indifferent to what is going on 

around him, as soon as his olfactory senses feel the closeness of 

the game. Not selfish at all, he enjoys and shows his delight in 

sharing the hunter’s pleasure, no matter how hard the climate 

or rough the ground. His main interest is bringing down the 

quarry and his main reward to retrieve and hand it to his mas-

ter. Both of which he does surprisingly well.  

Currently we don’t have any Portuguese Pointers registered with 

SOCAL NAVHDA.  There are only about 200 in the United 

States.  However,  we would love to have them.  The wide varie-

ty of breeds in our club absolutely makes us a better organiza-

tion.  Understandably many of us love the breed of our personal 

dog best.  Becoming a member of NAVHDA makes many of us 

more appreciative of different breeds.  Personally,  I had never 

seen a Small Munsterlander or a Pudelpointer prior to NAVHDA.  

After seeing them at training days I have become a big fan of 

these breeds and have recommended them to several people I 

have met who are looking for a new hunting dog.  You possibly 

have found a few new favorites as well. 
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NAVHDA SPONSORS 

S O C A L    NA V H DA  

WHERE MEMBERS 

TEACH   OTHERS 

HOW  TO TRAIN 

THEIR BIRDDOG 

For More Info 

SOCALNAVHDA.COM 

  

SOCAL NAVHDA MEMBER BENEFITS 

1.     Receive Monthly newsletter from Feb-

ruary to October. 

2.     Have your unlimited webpage site 

within the www.SoCalnavhda.com web-

site for 10.00$/year. 

3.     Access to the Members Forum in the 

Chapter Website Password: "best dogs" 

with a space between the two words. 

4.     Choose a trainer mentor out of a list of 

professional and very experienced train-

ers. 

5.     Participate in a monthly training day. 

6.     Be first in line to enroll your dog in the 

Chapter’s NAVHDA Tests before all oth-

er NAVHDA national members. 

7.     Have access to the So.Cal. NAVHDA 

Trailer packed with versatile hunting 

dog training supplies for $20.00 key de-

posit, refundable if you’ll leave the 

chapter. 

8.     So.Cal. NAVHDA members are covered 

by NAVHDA liability insurance at the 

Chapter's sanctioned events. 
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This is a great looking young Weimeraner,      ,  that Randy Hanson ran in the Natural Ability 

Test. Cliff Fleming, Apprentice Judge,  befriends the young dog prior to the fieldwork test. 

Randy shared that his pup became a little frightened by the 2 shotgun blasts and did not 

search for birds as he normally would.  If you have never heard the 12 gauge blanks they are 

certainly louder than the regular 12 gauge shells and hard to train for unless you buy a box of 

shells.  Buying a box or two to acclimate yourself and the dog to their sound may be a good 

idea.  Hint: you may want to put in ear plugs prior to pulling the trigger.  Be aware that testing 

conditions may differ from your training conditions.  Try and put your dogs, especially pups, in 

a wide variety of conditions to prepare them for what COULD happen at the test.   

The first time I tested AKC Hunt tests, in the desert we had done all our training in alfalfa 

fields at Prado.  After the first brace (fieldwork)  my dogs were in big trouble as the condi-

tions were completely different (bare sand with running birds).  Making it worse we had signed 

our 2 dogs up for 8 braces at $50/brace.  We went 0 for 8 that weekend and  learned a les-
son about trying to prepare for all conditions.   

Randy is a long time SOCAL NAVHDA member that took a break for awhile as he and his wife 

raise their children.  Glad to have you back Randy!! 
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We have been fortunate at SOCAL NAVHDA to have many members contribute to the newsletter.  

There are 3 or 4 people who regularly send me photos and others randomly send shots taken while 

hunting.  It is very difficult to get a good photo of your hunting dog.  They run at top speed, 

bounding through the brush.  As handlers we are loaded with necessary items such as: shotgun, bird 

bag, e collar remote, water bottle, first aid kit, blank pistol and topping it off our complete concentra-

tion should be on the dog’s work.  Kevin Billy took the majority of these photos during our spring test 

and they are available to purchase at his website kbillyphoto.com.  I am highly appreciative of the op-

portunity to use these photos for the newsletter and purchase an occasional one for my home.  Those 

taking photos are  not making  real profit on these photos . . . It is a labor of love, giving of their time 

for our clubs benefit.  Thanks to all who volunteer to help our SOCAL NAVHDA community.  Below, 

Kevin’s dog Mika runs through the waves at a local beach.  Above, my pup Boogie tries to catch a pheas-

ant while taking the NA Test.  The joy we get working with our dogs . . .. .priceless.  Happy Training. 
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At left, Randy Hanson and Anna get set to launch the 

bumper for the swimming test with Judges Herb Scho-

derer and Cliff Fleming looking on.  Edie eagerly waits 

for the bumper to fly.  Charlie below has already high 

stepped into the water, tail held high filled with class 

and dignity  ready to backstroke to the bumper and 

show the judges how a Small Munsterlander dominates 

the water events. 

After the Swim: Inspection Time 
Once your dog exits the water at the N.A. or the 

U.T. Test the judges will ask you to bring your dog 

over.  They will inspect the coat, teeth and look un-

derneath at the “private equipment”.  It is easiest 

for this to happen if you lock the dog behind the 

shoulders with your knees.  Try and make your dog 

feel comfortable with others petting him or reach-

ing around his mouth and teeth.  It will make this 

part of the test go smoothly. 

“The better I get to know men, the 

more I find myself loving dogs.” 

—Charles de Gaulle  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_de_Gaulle
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DOG'S NAME OWNER NOSE 

SEAR

CH 

WA-

TER POINT 

TRAC

K 

DE-

SIRE 

COOPER-

ATION 

SCOR

E PRIZE 
OUTLANDERS NICKLE AT 

CACHE BLAINE HANSEN 4 4 2 4 1 3 3 90 3 

CACTUS COUNTRY URIEL 

JORDAN  JEFF GRAFF 4 4 4 0 4 4 3 94 

              

NO 
PM'S FASTPITCH KIT AT 

SILVERBAY REBECCA HARPER 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 101 2 
GARBONITA CALIFORNIA 

GOLD LARRY MALTER 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 110 1 

TRU POINT KINGFISHER 

RACHEL CHRYSSOS-

TOMIDES 4 4 4 4 3 4 3 108 1 
ELECTRICBLUES HITAILYN 

BOOGIE GARY JOHNSON 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 110 1 
GARBONITA ONCE IN A 

BLUE MOON NATHAN ORELUP 4 4 4 4 2 4 3 106 2 
HANSONS TO MELT A 

FROZEN HEART RANDY HANSON 4 2 2 4 1 2 3 76 3 
PALLADENS A PLACE IN 

THE SUN SED SEDLACKO 4 2 4 4 4 3 4 98 3 

DOC HOLLIDAY 1X ROBERT WORRELL 4 4 1 4 2 3 3 87 

              

NO 
BOONES FARM CHRIS'S 

JESSIE POLKA CHRIS GENTNER 4 4 4 3 4 4 4 108 1 

SHIPPYS RANCH BIRDIE AARON TYZNIK 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 112 1 
GARBONITA’S SHOOT THE 

MOON THOMAS   FINT 4 4 2 3 4 4 3 96 3 
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May 15- Training Day Prado 

June 12- Training Day Prado 

July 10- Training Day Prado 

August 14 - Training Day Prado 

September 11—Training Day at Prado 
Training days:7:30—8:00 Set– Up & Air out dogs 

                8:00 Gather to hear days plan 

                8:30—1:00   Training 

                1:30  Help put away tables, EZ UP, etc 


