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Good boy, good girl and good dog was heard as praise from 

many SoCal members at our first training day of the 2012 

training season. The training day was scheduled a month 

early so members could get a jump start to their training for 

a spring test set for April. There seemed to be a good show-

ing of young dogs for this training day with handlers using 

check cords to reinforce commands and drags laid down to 

start these young students learning how to track. There was 

even a voyage made out to “Falco Island” to get one young 

student to swim on his own.  

Training was kept to the basics as showing these students how much fun it is to be a hunt-

ing dog was the overall theme. This is 

an important time in a young dog’s life 

and as stated by Professional trainer 

Rick Smith, “Let your puppy have a 

childhood full of leadership, learning 

and fun, and your final product will be 

a dog that thinks but has energy chan-

neled into working within a successful 

pack, with you as the leader. The ge-

netics are pre-programmed into our 

pups, but we are solely responsible for 

the rest”. 

 

I’m looking forward to our next train-

ing day set for February 19th. when all 

those hunters, that missed training day, 

are due to show up with their stories 

and bird counts. I hope to see you there. 

SoCal members Kim Gentner with Shelby  

and  

Irene Fradella with Falco 
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SoCal  HOLIDAY PARTY 

Thanks to SoCal member Jon Vesely, also a member of the Compton Hunting and Fishing 

Club, we were able to use this historic site for our holiday party. The club founded just after 

World War II was a treasure chest of mounted game animals and photos of great hunts and 

fishing trips. The surrounding club grounds with its park setting and barbecue facility along 

with a great kitchen was the perfect spot for the event. Donated raffle prizes, holiday bever-

age and a great dinner made for a festive SoCal NAVHDA evening.  
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NAVHDA  ANNUAL MEETING 

This years annual meeting hosted by the San Diego Chapter was a great success. The San 

Diego Chapter members all pulled together and gave the attending visitors a great experi-

ence. The three day event at the Dana Hotel on San Diego’s Mission Bay started with an 

open forum with the NAVHDA Executive Council on Friday and  followed with a Delegates 

meeting in the Mission Bay Ballroom. 

 

Saturdays events started with the Hall of Delegates meeting and then two speakers at the top 

of there respective fields, Dr. Katie Kangas spoke on holistic & homeopathic medicine, and 

Dr. Brook Niemic spoke on Veterinary Dentistry. Both speakers were very informative and 

interesting. After a short break Stan Landaess gave turkey calling instructions with Joe Nu-

nez following with how to make a quail call and use it. A late entry into the program was a 

young lady that twice had performed on the Jay Leno show. She “brought the house down 

with laughter” as she performed perfect bird calls of just about any bird you could think of. 

The day’s meeting closed with visiting attendees making their way to the evening’s 

“Banquet Awards Dinner” where, among others, Guido presented awards pins to SoCal 

NAVHDA members that had taken their dogs to the Invitational and received passing VC 

titles. 

 

 

Guido and Annamarie 

making their quail calls 



PAGE    Page 5 

Sunday’s programming started with Dr. Brian Denny who spoke on Veterinary Chiroprac-

tic Care. Dr. Denny performed his care on dogs that were brought in by San Diego 

NAVHDA members and physical corrections could be seen taking effect as relaxed dogs 

left the stage. 

 

Thanks to Purina, a NAVHDA sponsor, professional trainer Rick Smith and his “ Silent 

Command System” was the meeting’s last speaker. Rick spoke of the importance of a train-

ing foundation that is the solid base as the first formal step to building a good bird dog. 

Rick showed attendees how to use the “Command lead ( also known as the Delmar Smith 

wonder lead)” that many NAVHDA chapter members use. Rick said “I’m here to answer 

your questions as long as it takes” and it did take some time. San Diego Chapter member 

Bob Smith had to inform the meeting that the hotel needed the room, so we took the pro-

gram outside where the back drop of moored yachts was added to Ricks instructions. 

Professional Dog Trainer Rick Smith 

2012 NAVHDA 

Annual Meeting 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

Voyage to “Falco Island” 

Reinforcement  

 

Honey I’m getting 

tired of that dog whin-

ing, can’t we do some-

thing? Have you 

checked on him 

lately? No he’s not 

whining. 

http://www.dogwork.com/prybrme8/ 

DOGS OF FAITH 

Lynda Franklin VHD 2010: 

Never train when you are in a hurry, and always keep a positive attitude. Remember 

what is in your heart goes down the leash and into your dog. Enjoy yourself. 

http://www.dogwork.com/prybrme8/


PAGE    Page 7 

GOLDEN COLLAR AWARD 

HEATS UP 

LA Times 

January 29,2012 

LA Times 

January 31,2012 
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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  

CHAPTER OF NAVHDA 

  

Rodge Fradella, Newsletter Editor 

360 Oakdale Dr. 

Claremont, CA 91711 

Email at: DELTA@TSTONRAMP.COM 

 

Photographers: 

Annamarie Dei 

Irene Fradella 
Visit NAVHDA International at: 

www.navhda.org 

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures 

  

(1) Please keep your dog under control at 

all times, particularly when he/she is not 

working on a drill. 

  

(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze 

orange hat, t-shirt or vest and have com-

pleted a hunter safety class or have a 

hunting license. 

  

(3)  Children are to be supervised and re-

main in the designated parking area at all 

times. 

Please support all of the NAVHDA 

Position Officers 

President Robert Worrell 

Vice President Chris Gentner 

Secretary Guido Dei 

Director of Publications Rodge Fradella 

Director of Promotions Jon Vesely 

Training Coordinator Jon Auer 

Treasurer Guido Dei 


