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President's Message
I just wanted to thank all of you 
that helped and supported our Fall 
Test.  Once again we had extremely 
hot temperatures. We had fields 
blooming with something that 
covered bird scents. We were told 
the weekend before the test that 
we would not have water for the 
UT dogs.  We managed to work out 
all the problems and through it all 
the test was extremely successful. 
We had many dogs, including mine 

that did very well.  We even made a little money.
I wanted to share the comments made in several emails I have 
received from people who were not part of our chapter that came 
to test and/or to train with us before the test.  They were sent just 
to thank us. They thanked us saying that we were great to work 
with. They complemented us on a well run test and they 
commented that everyone worked so well together.  They said So 
Cal Members made them feel very welcome. Lastly, I was told our 
pot lucks were the BEST!!  I imagine that this is the message that 
gets shared with other NAVHDA chapters and it makes me feel 
proud to be part of a Chapter with such wonderful people. I look 
forward to our next event together.
Hope everyone enjoys our hunting season and please be safe.
PS.  A special congratulations to Guido Dei for coming home from 
the Invitational with not 1, but 2 Versatile Champions. We are very 
proud of you!
-Pat Beaver

CA Quail/Chuckar Opener
10/21/2012

    October    
    Dates to Remember

Training Day - 
CANCELLED

10/21/2012

Training Day - Prado @ 
7:30am

11/18/2012
Please Watch your e-mail for more 

information about:
The Annual So Cal

NAVHDA HolidayParty



Ryder and I joined the Southern California Chapter of NAVHDA in March of this year. I 
was and in many ways remain a complete “newbie” never having hunted a bird, let 
alone own and train a bird dog in my life. 
Our trek actually started with joining the National, getting the Green Book, a video and 
thinking we could do much of the training ourselves. This turned out to be the classic “a 
little bit of knowledge is a dangerous thing”. I would compare it to learning a martial art 
through a book, without someone with experience to guide you, it will never happen.

Ryder's Thank You...

After a couple of months of what I thought was 
training, we went to the Inland Empire Spring 
Test, a real eye opener. This is where I realized I 
needed help and quickly because I had signed 
Ryder up for the April NA test.
Looking online my wife found the name of a 
possible trainer for me to call and as it turned out 
he was a member of the So Cal Club. I called the 
gentleman and offered him money to help me 
train my dog, he refused money and offered to 
help me train as a club member. We arranged to 
meet at Prado Dog Park, this is where I met 
Guido Dei for the first time.
For some reason, Guido took pity on this newbie and his dog. He began helping us and 
the change in Ryder was immediate.  Twice a week, every Wednesday and Sunday, we 
were at the park training, Guido giving me his “friendly words” of encouragement, you 
talk too much, don’t screw up the dog and say it with authority. I think he wanted to put 
an E-collar on me to stimulate my brain into following directions.  Every week, Ryder 
and I met new members of the Club, we received more guidance and help and with this 
help, Ryder achieved his NA Prize 1 and continues to improve in all phases of hunting.  
  Ryder and I are now looking forward to our first hunting season. We have made many 
plans, none of which would be possible if it were not for the dedication of the So. Cal. 
NAVHDA Club members. We want to thank all club members that helped Ryder and I 
get ready to go hunting. There are just too many to name but I would like to give Guido 
a special thank you for sacrificing his training time to help this lost newbie and his dog 
become a team.     
THANK YOU to all members of So Cal NAVHDA 
and to Guido, I promise NOT TO F@$% UP MY DOG.

- Jim and Ryder McDonald



Our September Training Day and Mock test was again very hot, but afforded those 
individuals running in the Fall test a final opportunity to fine tune their dogs in 
preparation for the big day!  In the August newsletter, we noted that due to popular 
demand we would be continuing training days through hunting season.  The same 
pattern will be followed (third Sunday of each month), however due to the California 
Quail and Chukar opening falling on the third Saturday of October (October 20th) we 
will be cancelling the October training day.  We will continue to have training days on 
November 18th, December 16th and January 20th.  Please remember that the training 
days offered during hunting season (October – January) will be much less formal than 
those from February – September.  If you are not out hunting, please plan on joining us 
on these dates - 7:30a.m. at Prado. 

Training, Training, Training

So Cal NAVHDA members have the opportunity to utilize our Members Forum to post 
and discuss issues related to versatile dogs, versatile dog activities, hunting, and the 
outdoors.  If you have not already done so, check it out.  Go to www.socalnavhda.com 
and click on Members Forum.  The password to enter the forum is ‘best dogs’ (with a 
space between the two words).   Please be sure to review the Forum Rules (located at 
the bottom of the existing posts) prior to posting anything. 
In addition, for a small yearly fee, members have access to create their own individual 
Members Page.  This is a place where members can post anything from information and 
pictures about themselves and their dogs to their testing and hunting trips.  Get creative!  
Let other members know a little more about you!  Brag about your dogs and hunting 
experiences!  For more information, please contact Guido Dei at g.dei1@verizon.net.

Reminder:  Members Forum and 
Members Page Available to So Cal 

NAVHDA Members



From September 28-30, the So Cal NAVHDA chapter hosted our annual Fall test.  As in past 
years, it was extremely hot all three days.  Despite the heat, and the blooming Utility field, our 
test went off without a hitch thanks to our exceptional judging team, dedicated volunteers, and 
patient and heat tolerant handlers and their dogs.
A special thanks to our judges - Senior Judge, Alan Harmeyer, who traveled from Wisconsin a 
week after judging the Invitational, to help us out.  To Gabby Awbrey and Greg Weiss who 
endured the heat for three days, putting on miles and miles of walking, and never complaining 
once (well maybe once but I did not hear anything). 

So Cal NAVHDA Fall Test

We would also like to thank our sponsors Simple Green, Purina, Tri-Tronics, and Garmin for 
donating their products, equipment and discount certificates, as well as our members who 
donated raffle items.    
Something that I thought was worth noting is that 8 out of the 24 dogs that ran in the test were 
from the So Cal chapter – 3 Utility and 5 NA dogs.   Of those 8 dogs, we had 6 dogs earn a 
Prize 1 and 2 earn a Prize 2.  These numbers are something that our chapter should be very 
proud of!  As most of you know it takes a lot of birds, time, money and help to get a dog ready 
to test.  I can personally attest to the fact that our chapter members are always willing to go the 
extra mile to help!  Congratulations to Pat Beaver and Walter (Prize 1, Utility), Chris Gentner 
and Bodie (Prize 1, Utility), Ty Mitchel and Buck (Prize 2, Utility), Rafael Aguilar and Remi 
(Prize 1, NA), Irene Fradella and Falco (Prize 1, NA), Juan Hernandez and Vida (Prize 1, NA), 
Kristin Cook and Cash (Prize 1, NA), and Raffi Barbarian and Hera (Prize 2, NA). 

The test would not have been possible without our 
many volunteers, most notably our Test Secretary 
Pat Beaver.  Pat worked tirelessly during the months 
leading to the test to secure our judges, fields and 
ponds, birds, volunteers, test entrants, raffle items, 
and the often overlooked mound of paperwork 
required by NAVHDA International.  Special thanks 
to our field marshals, Ruth Weiss, Chris Gentner, 
and Rodge Fradella, who did an outstanding job 
keeping handlers informed and the test running 
smoothly each day.  Gunners Guido Dei, Tom 
Dillon, and Vladimir Litvin.  Bird Planters Juan 
Hernandez, Rafael Aguilar, Richard Cook, and 
Damon Davis.  Distraction Shooters Rafael Aguilar, 
Kristin Cook, and Kim Gentner.   Duck Throwers 
Juan Hernandez and Jim McDonald.  Bird Steward 
and Cleaner Jon Vesely. Lunch Crew Linda and Ty 
Mitchell and Anamaria Dei.  Breakfast Crew Jon 
Vesley, Irene Fradella and Anamaria Dei.  Judges 
Hostesses Irene Fradella and Pat Beaver.  Raffle 
Persons Kristin Cook, Kim Gentner, and Ruth Weiss. 



September 2012 Fall Test Photos (Friday)



September 2012 Fall Test Photos (Saturday)



September 2012 Fall Test Photos (Sunday)



September 2012 Fall Test Photos (Sunday cont.)

Do you take 
great Pics at

So Cal NAVHDA 
events? 

Please send your 
photos to:

kristinhcook@gmail.com
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2012 Journey to the Invitational
By Guido Dei

Do you have a story that you would like to share?
Please send to kristinhcook@gmail.com to be featured in an upcoming 

newsletter!

This year will stick in my memory as one of the worst years of my life.  It started with my old 
friend of 14 years Geedee undergoing two cancer surgeries.  The malignant cancer melanoma 
came back into his lungs a couple of months following his last surgery. This was the end of my 
Geedee.   When we put Geedee to sleep it was a week before I had to run Aristide in his 
second Utility test. In his first Utility test, he had a prize two because of a much undeserved 
score of 3 in the duck search. Just after Aristide passed his Utility test with Prize I, 204 points, I 
start having some health problems that stuck with me for three months.   After all kinds of tests 
the diagnosis was: micro colitis. It took about a month of 4 pills a day to get rid of it.  Alba then 
developed a lump on her right side. The vet said that it was a bacterial infection.  After testing 
and a bacteria culture, Alba was put on antibiotics that temporarily cured the problem.  The vet 
then did surgery using a scope to see if there was anything inside the lump. Nothing was found. 
The lump was still there after another month of antibiotics, so the vet decided to open the 
lump up and found an ugly foxtail embedded in the muscle of Alba right side. During Alba 
recovery we decided to take a fishing trip to Lake Margaret. It was a nice trip with a lot of 
trout caught. On the way back home the 24ft RV trailer that I was pulling with my truck start 
swaying and whipping behind me, it ended on its side destroying itself.
I now had to start thinking about getting two dogs ready to run the Invitational in Iowa on the 
20-23rd of September. On August 20th the vet removed the stitches from Alba’s last surgery - I 
had a total of 15 days to get her ready. We bought a new trailer and the next week a burglar 
stole the two new batteries from the trailer.



We left to Iowa on the night of Sept. 9th , arriving at our camping side in Iowa on Sept. 13th. 
The weather on the trip to Iowa was horrible: from Utah to Wyoming to Nebraska we found 
heavy rain and heavy gusty winds. After a couple of days in Iowa I noticed that Alba was 
developing another lump on her left side. She had a fever so I took her to a local vet.  We 
suspected that it was another foxtail, but if I had to run her in the Invitational! I could not have 
surgery done on her. So, she was back on antibiotics. To me, this Invitational test was looking 
very grim because of Alba’s health.  I made my resolution: it did not matter what else was going 
to happen, I was going to get my two dogs ready!

2012 Journey to the Invitational 
(continued)

• Honor at the blind. One duck is thrown in the water, your dog is to remain steady while 
the handler of another dog shoots the duck in the air and sends his dog to retrieve.

• The double marks retrieve. The first duck (memory duck) is thrown by the winger zinger 
falling about 50 yds on the left side in the pond.  The second duck is thrown across the line of 
the first duck and lands approximately 20 yds on the right of the dog. The dog has to retrieve 
the second duck first and then the first one. 

I had ten days before the test to complete my training of René and Alba. My focus was most 
exclusively on the blind retrieve and the double marks retrieve. I knew that my dogs did not 
have any problems in the field. Training proceeded very well. I met Brett Marek and Cliff 
Fleming on Sept.18th and we trained together with all four dogs. We had four nice dogs and I 
thought that they all had a chance to pass the Invitational. Brett with Beau and Cliff with 
Drake were scheduled to be tested on Saturday Sept. 22nd and both of my dogs on Sunday 
Sept. 23rd. On Wednesday they took all of the handlers to see the sites of the test and they 
showed us a demonstration of the blind retrieve and the double mark retrieve. Thursday was 
the first day of the Invitational and the wind started with gusts up to 35 mph.  This made the 
double marks retrieve a totally different game from what I had trained for. When the dog 
retrieved the second duck the first duck was gone with the wind.  Some of the first ducks were 
on the other side of the pond on the bank at about 150 yds and could not be seen by the 
handler.  It was imperative for the handler to keep an eye on the first duck while the dog was 
retrieving the second.   On Friday I trained all day for all the sections of the test. At the end of

The four major difference between training for 
Utility and for the Invitational are:

• Backing of another dog on point.  Dogs at 
the Invitational are running in a brace of two.

• The blind retrieve mandates that you teach a 
dog to mark a line and follow it for 100 yards 
across the water. After reaching the other side 
the dog has to find the scent of a duck that has 
been dragged ashore for about 30 yards and 
retrieve it back across the water to the handler.



 the day I was very happy with the performance of my two dogs.  Saturday I decided to rest my 
dogs and follow the test of my two friends.  I went to check Drake’s double marks retrieve: he 
retrieved the second duck perfectly, but when sent for the first duck he ran along the shoreline 
until he was across from the first duck and swam to pick it up. I thought this was a retrieve of a 
very intelligent dog, one that produced the duck to the owner in the quickest time.  I even 
congratulated with Cliff for a job well done. Later in the day we found out that the dog cannot 
run on the shore line but has to swim to pick up the duck, on the return he can run on the 
shoreline. So Drake did not pass because they gave him a 2 in the double mark. Brett Marek 
dog’s Beau failed at the honor after the blind retrieve. He jumped in the water to retrieve the 
duck. The day before we trained with my dogs doing the retrieve and Beau was honoring 
perfectly. Then Sunday came! Immediately I checked my calendar of the events and I found out 
that the field section was the first on my list, then the blind, the honor and finally the double 
marks retrieve. I started with Alba on field A. Field A had the tallest grass of the three fields 
making backing of another dog very difficult. Alba’s performance in the field was impeccable; 
she scored all 4’s in the field section. Then I ran René; the brace mate flushed and ran after a 
chukar. René broke the backing so I whoaed her which cost me a 3 in backing and a 3 in 
steadiness. In the water section René had a perfect score. I had to resend Alba on the memory 
duck so she had a 3 in the double mark. Both dogs had a 3 in heeling which caused them a 3 in 
obedience as well. Both dogs became interested in sniffing a lady distraction shooter that was 
in the way on the heeling course. So I had to re-order them to heel.

2012 Journey to the Invitational 
(continued)

If I could give suggestions to an Invitational handler 
they would be:  Teach your dog to follow a line; this 
is imperative if you want to pass the blind retrieve 
and the double mark.
Judges will look for a single order: if you repeat an 
order, your score goes from 4 to 3.  Teach your dog 
to keep focused on you during heeling; train to heel 
among people.  Last, but not least: The Invitational is 
a financial burden; the entry fee is $375.00 per dog, I 
drove about 4,000 miles pulling a trailer using about 
8 gals/ml of diesel fuel. Between the camping fees for 
ten days, food, chukar for training, the banquet diner, 
and raffle, I’m broke!  But I’m happy because both 
dogs are now Versatile Champions: Alba passed with 
189 Points and René with 184 Points.

Lastly I want to thank my wife Annamaria for 
all the support, help, abnegation and to have 
dealt with a very nervous husband for a long 
time!



California's Department of Fish and Game gets a name change -- and controversy
By Miguel Llanos, NBC News October 4, 2012, 10:44 am

Call them words of war between hunters and wildlife activists: Starting Jan. 1, 
California's Department of Fish and Game will become Department of Fish and Wildlife.
The change, hunters say, reflects a move away from traditional hunting and fishing values 
and is part of a bigger push by the Humane Society of the United States to eliminate 
hunting across the nation.

"In the News"

Environmentalists and animal activists say it reflects a 
move to manage all wildlife in the state, not just "game" 
for hunters.
California's change will leave just 12 states using "game" 
in the name of the agency overseeing wildlife, according 
to the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. (Those 
are: Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, 
South Dakota, Virginia and Wyoming.) Eighteen states 
use "wildlife," while the others use "natural resources" or 
"conservation."
Moreover, data from the association and the National Conference of State Legislatures 
indicates the shift away from "game" is accelerating, the Associated Press reported.
California's change was made in state legislation signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown 
last week. The bill was one of six signed by Brown that the Humane Society championed 
as "reinforcing California’s standing as a national leader in animal protection."
The change was made "to accurately reflect the state agency's broader mission," bill 
sponsor Sen. Jared Huffman, a Democrat who previously was an attorney for the Natural 
Resources Defense Council, said in a statement.
Huffman said the proposed name change came from a majority on the 51-seat advisory 
panel convened to discuss the department's strategic vision.
The Humane Society, which was on the panel, said the change reflects a department 
"representing an ever-expanding constituency."
It ranges "from hunters to people who head into the woods to hike and watch wildlife," 
Casey Pheiffer, wildlife policy director for the group, told NBC News. "Wildlife face so 
many threats, from poaching to habitat loss, and the agency harnessing the support of all 
Californians — not just one constituency — is so important moving forward."
But some hunting groups opposed the change and were vocal about it.

http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/10/03/14200590-californias-department-of-fish-and-game-gets-a-name-change-and-controversy?lite
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Rich Pedroncelli / AP This logo will be
changing on Jan.1.

California's Department of Fish and Game gets a name change -- and
controversy
By Miguel Llanos, NBC News
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Call them words of war between hunters and wildlife activists: Starting Jan. 1,
California's Department of Fish and Game will become Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

The change, hunters say, reflects a move away from traditional hunting and
fishing values and is part of a bigger push by the Humane Society of the United
States to eliminate hunting across the nation.

Environmentalists and animal activists say it reflects a move to manage all
wildlife in the state, not just "game" for hunters.

California's change will leave just 12 states using "game" in the name of the
agency overseeing wildlife, according to the Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies. (Those are: Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Nebraska, New

Hampshire, New Mexico, North Dakota, Pennsylvania, South Dakota, Virginia and Wyoming.)

Eighteen states use "wildlife," while the others use "natural resources" or "conservation."

Moreover, data from the association and the National Conference of State Legislatures indicates the shift away
from "game" is accelerating, the Associated Press reported.

California's change was made in state legislation signed into law by Gov. Jerry Brown last week. The bill was one
of six signed by Brown that the Humane Society championed as "reinforcing California’s standing as a national
leader in animal protection."

The change was made "to accurately reflect the state agency's broader mission," bill sponsor Sen. Jared Huffman, a
Democrat who previously was an attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council, said in a statement. 

Huffman said the proposed name change came from a majority on the 51-seat advisory panel convened to discuss
the department's strategic vision.

The Humane Society, which was on the panel, said the change reflects a department "representing an
ever-expanding constituency."

It ranges "from hunters to people who head into the woods to hike and watch wildlife," Casey Pheiffer, wildlife
policy director for the group, told NBC News. "Wildlife face so many threats, from poaching to habitat loss, and
the agency harnessing the support of all Californians — not just one constituency — is so important moving
forward."

But some hunting groups opposed the change and were vocal about it.

Mike Faw, spokesman for the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance, told NBC News that besides "re-printing a mountain of
papers, creating new signs and logos, and the enormous cost to go through the state publications and eradicate the
old name," he heard from numerous hunters that they oppose the name change.



Mike Faw, spokesman for the U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance, told NBC News that besides "re-
printing a mountain of papers, creating new signs and logos, and the enormous cost to 
go through the state publications and eradicate the old name," he heard from numerous 
hunters that they oppose the name change.
"Generally, that means a shift toward butterflies, endangered species and other stuff like 
that," he told the Associated Press.
The California Outdoor Heritage Alliance was also opposed, and said its partners were 
vastly outnumbered on the department's strategic vision advisory panel.
Earlier the group had been telling supporters that the Humane Society "will attack 
hunting in California first, taking it one species at a time, until all types of hunting are 
eliminated — then take their forces to other states."
That group cited another bill signed by Brown last week as a case in point. It outlaws the 
use of dogs to hunt bears and bobcats in the state, making it "easily the most severe anti-
hunting legislation ever passed into California law," the group stated.
The law, it added, "sets precedent placing the hunting of pigs, deer, pheasants, quail, 
ducks and other species with dogs in serious jeopardy."
The Humane Society does oppose hunting in principle but Pheiffer said it was not on a 
campaign to ban it nationwide. "Absolutely not," said Pheiffer. "The threat to hunting 
comes from extreme groups ... You can’t just shut your eyes and ignore the fact that 99 
percent of Californians don’t hunt and then just decide that their values are negligible."
The Outdoor Heritage Alliance earlier cried foul when the Humane Society launched a 
campaign to remove the director of the California Fish and Game Commission, a 
regulatory body separate from the department.
The commission board last August removed Dan Richards as director after the Humane 
Society and others protested when Richards was photographed in a hunting magazine 
with a mountain lion he had shot in Idaho. It's legal to do so in Idaho, but not California.
Huffman, the state senator, said he understood the nervousness of hunters but insisted 
hunting and fishing still have a place in California.
"I think people will just have to bear with us and have this play out over time," he told 
the Associated Press. "I am very confident this is going to be good not only for hunting 
and fishing but for all aspects of the department's mission."

"In the News"
(continued)



First Aid Kit Supplies

In last months message from President Pat Beaver, she 
mentioned the need for many of us to get replacement 
refills for some of the items in our first aid kits.  After 
talking to member DVM Dave Hinebaugh, the following 
costs were determined:

Injectable Benedryl     $2.50 per vile
Antibiotic                    $ .20 each
Rimadyl (pain)            $1.80 each
 

Send an email to pabeaver2@aol.com with your name and what you need to replace.  Pat 
will order all items at one time from the vet. She would like to send in the order by the 
first of November, so please get your order in right away.

Do you have an article, story, or recipe that you would like to share?
Please send to kristinhcook@gmail.com to be featured in an upcoming 

newsletter!

"Whoever said Diamonds
are a girl's best friend...
never owned a Dog!"

- Your newsletter editor via pinterest

Quote of the Month



Thats All Folks…

North American Versatile 
Hunting Dog Association

Southern California 
Chapter

Kristin Cook
12851 Del Rey Drive

North Tustin, CA  92705

Please support all of the NAVHDA official 
sponsors:

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures:
(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly
     when he/she is not working on a drill.
(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or
     vest and have completed a hunter safety class or have a
     hunting license.
(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated
      parking area at all times. 
(4) No alcohol on premises.
(5) “Boat Safety”, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life
      jacket when in the boat.

�������

Pat Beaver
President

Kin Gentner
Vice-President

Guido Dei
Secretary and Treasurer

Jon Vesely
Director of Promotions

Kristin Cook
Director of Publications

Juan Hernandez
Training Coordinator

Questions/Comments/Concerns:
Please let me know your thoughts, or share your stories.  Ideas are always welcome!
Thanks,
Kristin


