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Spring is Here!
It's hard to believe that Spring is 
upon us and that training is in full 
swing.  I have been unable to make 
it to the past two training days due 
to other commitments, but I have 
been told that both were very 
successful with a great turnout and 
beautiful weather.  In viewing the 
pictures, it appears that many new 
members are coming out which is 
fantastic.  Many members are 
preparing their dogs for the San 
Diego Chapter Spring test
scheduled for April 12th, 13th and 14th at Prado.  I would 
encourage all new members to come out and observe, or even 
volunteer, at the test.  This is a wonderful opportunity for you to 
gain valuable knowledge and information about the NAVHDA 
testing process and help you to understand what you are training 
for.  For more information, please visit the San Diego Chapter's 
website http://www.sandiegonavhda.com/.  I have also included an 
excerpt in this months newsletter from the NAVHDA Aims, 
Programs, Test Rules book outlining the Natural Ability Test.  With 
the number of new members that we have I thought it would be 
interesting to them as well as a refresher to those who have been 
around for a while.  The Board of Directors met at the March 
training day and has approved dates for our annual Fall test - 
October 12th and 13th, 2013.  The minutes from the board 
meeting can be found on pages two and three of the newsletter. 
Our next training day is scheduled for Sunday April 21st at Prado.  
I hope to see everyone there!  
Regards, 

Kristin Cook
So Cal NAVHDA 
Newsletter Editor

Training Day - Prado @ 
7:30am

4/21/2013

    Future    
    Dates to Remember

Training Day - Prado @ 
7:30am

5/19/2013

Training Day - Prado @ 
7:30am
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The Next So Cal NAVHDA 
Training Day is coming up:

04/21/2013



I. Call to Order – The March 17th, 2012 Board of Directors Meeting was called to order 
at 11:45 AM. Guido Dei chaired the meeting.

Board Meeting Minutes: 3-17-2013

The Officers in attendance were:
Pat Beaver, President
Kimberly Gentner, Vice President
Richard Cook in lieu of Kristin Cook, Director of 
Publications
Juan Hernandez, Training Day Coordinator
Jon Vesely, Director of Promotions
Guido Dei, Secretary & Treasurer
II. Meeting Agenda – It was moved by Guido Dei.
1. REVIEW MINUTES OF THE 07/15/12 MEETING
2. FALL TEST
3. SO. CAL. BOAT LOCATION
4. NAVHDA HANDLER CLINIC
5. T-SHIRTS AND HAT INVENTORY
6. GUIDO’S PERSONAL MATTER

1. REVIEW MINUTES OF THE 07/15/12 MEETING:
All the items from the last meeting where successfully completed.

2. FALL TEST
Officers discussed the fact that the Inland Empire chapter had chosen the dates of 
October 5th and 6th previously selected by the Board for our test. Officers considered 
cancelling the test from this years chapter events, but because so many So.Cal. Chapter 
members are training their dogs for testing them, Officers unanimously decided to 
postpone our test to October 12th and 13th.
Pat Beaver will be our Test Secretary.

3. SO.CAL. NAVHDA BOAT LOCATION.
Agenda Item #3 moved by Guido Dei. The boat as kept is not usable. We need to 
relocate the boat so it can be used. By setting the boat on a boat trailer, it will cause an 
increase in cost to the rented space for the Chapter’s trailer. 
Officers discussed several ways to store the boat, including building a boat rack on the 
side of the So.Cal. NAVHDA trailer. It was agreed upon by all Officers to return the boat 
to Rodge Fradella and to buy a small kayak. Guido is to inform Rodge of the Officer’s 
decision.



4. NAVHDA HANDLER CLINIC
Agenda Item #4 moved by Guido Dei. Officers discussed the opportunity to have a 
NAVHDA Handler Clinic to benefit the new members so they would be able to better 
understand how NAVHDA Judges determine the score of their dogs during a NAVHDA 
test.
The NAVHDA Handler Clinic leader of choice would be Marylyn Vetter. Guido to 
contact Marylyn to check for her availability.

5. T-SHIRTS AND HATS INVENTORY.
Guido presented the inventory of So.Cal.NAVHDA T-shirts and hats.
It was decided to buy 6 more orange T-shirts in sizes Medium, Large, XLarge and 
XXLarge.

6. GUIDO’S PERSONAL MATTER.                                                                                   
Guido brought up the fact that the San Diego Chapter of NAVHDA was banned by the 
judges to have Guido as gunner in their Utility Test.
Guido related that he was told by one of the judges (Greg Weiss) that at the last 
Southern California test he did not behave properly as gunner. There were no safety 
issues mentioned by Greg Weiss, but the happenings as follows:
1).Guido was not following handlers close enough mentioning that Chris Gentner yelled 
at him to stay closer. Guido explained that Chris didn’t hear the Senior Judge ask to pick 
up the chukar that was not flying and throw it in the air that was the reason that Guido 
stopped and told Chris what to do.
2).Guido shot a chukar that the Senior Judge told him not to because the dog broke. 
Guido explained that he heard the judge at the same moment that he had pulled the 
trigger, however the shot was safe because the dog was still behind Guido when he shot 
the chukar.
3). Guido shot a chukar with the shotgun muzzle too close to the ears of the handler. 
Guido explained that the handler had positioned him. The Officers commented that 
handlers should wear ear protection if they are not comfortable being exposed to gun 
noise.
The test was on September 28th, 29th and 30th. The judges did not tell Guido at the end 
of that test that he had done anything wrong. Guido has been a gunner at about 10 
Utility tests receiving compliments from the judges all the time.
The Officers decided to have Guido to pull out of volunteering for the San Diego 
Chapter.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 PM.

Board Meeting Minutes (cont.)



The next So Cal NAVHDA training day will be held at Prado on April 21st at 7:30.  Lunch will 
be provided for $5 per person.  If you are interested in purchasing lunch, please email Guido 
g.dei1@verizon.net with your request.  Also, please note that there has been a shortage of birds 
available for sale at Prado.  They are having a hard time keeping them in stock and have been 
limiting the purchase of birds to three per handler.  More information will be sent out prior to 
the April training day regarding other options for purchasing birds, however if you are headed 
out to train at Prado prior to our training day, please keep this in mind.  

So Cal NAVHDA Training Day!



Feb/Mar 2013 Training Day Photos



Feb/Mar 2013 Training Day Photos



Benefits of So Cal NAVHDA Membership

SO CAL NAVHDA MEMBER BENEFITS
1) Receive Monthly newsletter from February to October.

2) Have your unlimited webpage site within the www.So.Cal.NAVHDA.com website for 
10.00$/year.

3) Access to the Members Forum in the Chapter Website

4) Choose a trainer mentor out of a list of professional and very experienced trainers.

5) Participate in a monthly training day.

6) Be first in line to enroll your dog in the Chapter’s NAVHDA Tests before all other 
NAVHDA national members.

7) Have access to the So.Cal. NAVHDA Trailer packed with versatile hunting dog training 
supplies for $20.00 key deposit, refundable if you’ll leave the chapter.

8) So.Cal. NAVHDA members are covered by NAVHDA liability insurance at the 
Chapter's sanctioned events

Final Reminder to Pay your 
2013 So Cal NAVHDA Dues!

It's that time of the year again for members to pay their annual membership dues for 
their So Cal Chapter membership.  Individual membership dues are $25, while family 
memberships are $35 for the year. Please take a minute to mail your check to Guido to 
keep your membership valid. Remember that your Chapter membership dues are due on 
January 1st of every year.

There will be a $10.00 late fee charge for all dues paid after 
March 1st and members will be considered delinquent and 
dropped from the chapter roster if dues are not received by 
April 1st.  Please make your check payable to: 
So. Cal. NAVHDA 
2731 Copa De Oro Dr. 
Los Alamitos CA, 90720 



Importance
The Natural Ability Test measures seven hereditary characteristics which are
fundamental to the makeup of a good, reliable versatile hunting dog. The importance of 
this test cannot be overemphasized.
The natural, inherited abilities of a hunting dog usually manifest themselves at an
early age, and it is desirable to take advantage of this fact by testing dogs while
they are still young. By so doing, the owner or trainer gets an impartial evaluation

"The Natural Ability Test"
- An excerpt from the NAVHDA AIMS Programs Test Rules

of the dog’s strengths and weaknesses and thus 
is better able to map out a future
training program for the animal. If the dog 
displays serious deficiencies, the owner
may wish to obtain a new prospect. The 
conscientious breeder will study the dog’s
record in the Natural Ability Test, along with the 
records of its litter mates, with a
view in making any changes in his breeding 
program.
Although the Natural Ability Test is of extreme 
importance, it should not be regarded as an
infallible gauge of a dog’s future worth. 
Obviously, deficient dogs aside, there is the case 
of the “late bloomer,” or dog that does not 
display its potential as early as some others. 
There is also the precocious youngster that does

well in the beginning, but later on reveals some inherited character fault or physical 
disability that makes it a less than desirable gun dog. It is for this reason that NAVHDA 
strongly urges that dogs be tested at various stages of development. Preparing for the 
Test Owners should not fall into the trap of telling themselves that because the Natural 
Ability Test emphasizes inherited abilities, preparation of the dog is not necessary 
because it will stand or fall on “doing what comes naturally.” Such a mistake would be 
grossly unfair to the dog. It would indeed be a most unusual specimen that could make 
the transition from whelping box to an acceptable performance in the Natural Ability 
Test without proper exposure. As a very minimum, it is desirable that the dog should 
already have been exposed to water and to game in the field.
Conversely, overtraining a dog with the mistaken idea that the Judges are looking for a 
finished versatile hunting dog in this test, is also an injustice to the dog. Remember we 
are dealing with young dogs in a formative stage and, by and large, they are not yet 
equipped to handle the pressures of really intensive training without possible 



suppression of desirable characteristics.
Field Phase
At two random points along the course, a Judge will signal a gunner to fire one round of 
blank ammunition from a shotgun in order to watch the dog’s reaction to gunfire. The 
dog will then be marked as “Not Gun Shy,” “Gun Sensitive,” or “Gun Shy” as the case 
may be. A gun sensitive dog is one who, although obviously disturbed by the shots, is 
willing to continue the search without undue delay or loss of interest. This is a clue to 
the owner to use caution and judgment in further introducing the dog to the gun and 
may also impact future breeding plans. A dog is considered to be gun shy if it leaves the 
area in fright or returns to the handler and then refuses to hunt. Leaping into the air to 
locate the source of the shot, or checking with the handler for the same purpose are not 
judged as faults as long as the dog immediately continues the search. Dogs judged as 
being gun shy may not qualify for a prize classification, but are permitted to complete 
the remaining tests. Breeding of gun shy dogs is to be discouraged.
Tracking Phase
The ability to concentrate on a track is an important trait of the versatile hunting dog. It 
is this ability that permits the prompt recovery of cripples that are still capable of 
running long distances. This exercise is primarily a test of the dog’s ability to use its nose 
and to concentrate on the track. Desire and cooperation are also factors which are 
noted by the Judges during the course of the test. A flightless pheasant or chukar is 
released in an area reserved for the tracking. The area should be sufficiently wide to 
avoid the tracks
being too close to one another. Tracks must be laid down-wind or cross-wind, never into 
the wind. Ideally, the cover should be about 8-10 inches high. This should not hinder the 
running bird and will retain the scent, while at the same time giving the Judges an 
opportunity to see the path taken by the bird and to closely observe the dog as it works 
the track. The track should end in cover that takes advantage of the bird’s instinct to 
hide.
At the discretion of the handler the dog may or may not be shown the game bird before 
the bird is released. If a handler has any question about the advisability of his dog seeing 
the bird, he or she should confer with a Judge on the matter. Whether or not the dog is 
shown the bird makes no difference in the scoring. After the decision is made and 
carried out, the dog and handler are directed to go behind some natural cover or a 
portable blind from where neither can see the bird being released.
The tracking of the game bird is done in the following manner. Strong healthy birds are 
used for laying a track. The seven primary feathers on one wing of the bird are removed 
(pulled out, not cut), thereby rendering the bird flightless. A few soft feathers are pulled 
from the bird and used to mark the spot where the bird is released. The bird is released, 
and the Judges observe the track. After the bird has gone a sufficient distance and is out 
of sight, the dog is brought to the release spot and the handler sets the dog on the track.

"The Natural Ability Test" (cont.)



After releasing the dog, the handler will stand quietly, facing forward and allow the dog 
to track on his own. It is important to calm the dog for this test. The handler should 
ensure the dog is concentrating on the track before release. A NAVHDA Judge may help 
a handler start the dog properly.
The distance the dog works the track is not as important as the concentration and 
intensity displayed by the dog when following the track. A dog that follows a track a 
short distance over ground with little or no vegetation and slowly and deliberately 
“spells” his way forward should be scored higher than the dog that speeds longer 
distances with little accuracy, especially under favorable conditions of wind, moisture, 
vegetation, etc.
The young dog must display eagerness and perseverance on a track. His future use as a 
retriever of crippled game is dependent on this characteristic. Some dogs will track well 
with the nose close to the ground, while others may carry their head higher and also 
track well. Some dogs follow the track closely while others will track several yards 
downwind of the track. Some dogs track slowly and deliberately while some run full out. 
The score is dependent upon the quality of the dog’s performance, not the method used.
In this test the dog is not required to retrieve the bird, simply to follow the track. The 
handler will be allowed to assist the dog for a short distance. The Judges have the 
prerogative of recalling any dog for retesting. In this case, the dog is recalled after all 
other dogs have been tested.
Water Phase
A truly versatile hunting dog must possess the desire and confidence to swim. The water 
test should take place at a spot offering easy, gradual access to deep water. The handler 
will be provided a selection of training dummies. The handler will be instructed to throw 
a dummy into water of sufficient depth for the dog to swim. The dog is expected to make 
a forward moving entry into the water and swim twice. For a complete and fair 
evaluation, the Judges may ask for the dog to be sent into the water more than twice. 
The dog’s swimming speed and style are of little importance. A dog that leaps into the 
water will not be scored any higher than the dog that enters without hesitation in a more 
deliberate manner. Dogs that retrieve the thrown object will not receive higher scores. 
The retrieve is immaterial - the importance here is whether or not the dog has the desire 
and self confidence to swim twice.
Dogs requiring game as an enticement to swim will be moved to the end of the line and 
called back after all other dogs are tested. If game must be used to entice the dog, the 
game must be dead. When dead game is used, the maximum attainable score will be a 2.

"The Natural Ability Test" (final)



DO NOT DIVULGE WITHOUT GUIDO'S AUTHORIZATION!

The main concept of this recipe is that the time you use to make the sauce should be the 
same time you need to cook the spaghetti.
(Italian shoemakers did not have much time to cook)

Guido’s Scarpara (Shoemaker’s spaghetti)

INGREDIENTS:
- Best spaghetti on the market 
    (1/4 pound per person).
- Use two cloves of garlic per each person.
- Chopped parsley
- Origano (true italian spelling)
- Good extra virgin olive oil
- Crushed tomatoes
- Salt, black pepper (mandatory)
- Red hot pepper (your choice, in my
    case it depends on my mood).
PREPARATION:
In one burner you have a pot with plenty water for the spaghetti.
In another burner you have a big frying pan.
First step is the most important, here we go:
Pour 1/2 cup of oil in the frying pan.
Slice all garlic cloves in thin slices, open the tomatoes can (the big one for four people: 
either 32 or 24 oz.  Nobody remembers)
Turn to high heat the burner on your boiling pot (with water and salt).
Drop the garlic slices in the oil; turn the heat to medium high.
Watch the garlic with your best attention, as soon it turns blond, drop the tomatoes and 
stir immediately to cool down the garlic.
“Blond” means like my Swedish girl friend of many years ago, if it turns blond like the 
hair of my Irish girl friend of more many year ago throw everything away and start again.
Now it is the time for adding salt.
Turn heat at high until tomatoes start boiling than change to medium high.
Keep stirring. Tomatoes must boil with happiness. It means they must spit oil and 
droplets all around the kitchen. (When my wife starts yelling it means I have reached the 
right temperature.)
While you are making the sauce the water in your pot will start boiling: drop one pound 
(for four people) of your very best Italian made spaghetti in the pot and turn them with a 
fork.



Do you have an article, story, or recipe that you would like to share?
Please send to kristinhcook@gmail.com to be featured in an upcoming 

newsletter!

Guido’s Scarpara (cont.)

It is black pepper time!!! Stir it in the sauce.
It is now the red pepper time (remember the mood)!!!
Chop the parsley fine (about a handful).
At a certain point your tomatoes have lost most of their liquid content, now you can see 
the oil and the happy semi-dry pieces of the tomatoes and your stovetop is a pretty 
reddish mess.
It is the origano time!! Have a tablespoon of origano in your left hand, go on top of your 
frying pan and rub the origano with your right hand to reduce the size of the dry leaves 
and to wake up the origano from lethargy. Keep stirring.
Spaghetti should be ready now.  Ready means a little bit less cooked than al dente. You 
know when because during the all above operation you have kept testing them every 30 
seconds.
Drain spaghetti dry.
Turn heat to high (on the frying pan).
Drop spaghetti into the frying pan and stir them for a minute. It is parsley time!!!
Drop parsley on top of the spaghetti and stir for thirty seconds.
Serve hot and spread one tablespoon of authentic Parmesan cheese (Made in Italy, if it 
costs less than $13/pound is junk) on each plate.

Eat and say that you like it.

"Money will buy you a pretty good 
dog, but it won't buy the wag of his 

tail."
- Josh Billings

Quote of the Month



Thats All Folks…

North American Versatile 
Hunting Dog Association

Southern California 
Chapter

Kristin Cook
12851 Del Rey Drive

North Tustin, CA  92705

Please support all of the NAVHDA official 
sponsors:

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures:
(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly
     when he/she is not working on a drill.
(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or
     vest and have completed a hunter safety class or have a
     hunting license.
(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated
      parking area at all times. 
(4) No alcohol on premises.
(5) “Boat Safety”, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life
      jacket when in the boat.

�������

Pat Beaver
President

Kin Gentner
Vice-President

Guido Dei
Secretary and Treasurer

Jon Vesely
Director of Promotions

Kristin Cook
Director of Publications

Juan Hernandez
Training Coordinator

Questions/Comments/Concerns:
Please let me know your thoughts, or share your stories.  Ideas are always welcome!
Thanks,
Kristin


