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For nearly three years now I have been trying to publish this newsletter 

monthly.  My dogs Griffin and Mojo are  four now and we have a younger 

one , Boogie, that is not yet two.  Beginning as editor of the  newsletter I knew 

very little about training my dogs.  I knew even less about computers and Mi-

crosoft Publisher which is the software I use for this publication.  And finally I 

was completely clueless on how to distribute the newsletter via the internet.  

Frequently I would try to publish on a Monday and by Wednesday the emails 

STILL had not been delivered.  I consistently leaned on one of the 

―godfathers‖ of SOCAL NAVHDA Guido Dei to help me solve all of these 

problems.  Dog training, emails, computer software glitches would all be fil-

tered through Guido for help.  Many times he would be standing in a field 

hunting when my desperate call for help came in.  Repeatedly he would take 

the time to try and help me in his no– nonsense voice and attitude that he 

would always bring.  What I discovered is that all of these activities would 

take time to develop into having a level of expertise that was acceptable to 

me.  As Guido helped me fix  one problem a week for several weeks I could 

see steady improvement.   For quite a while I would face difficulties and ask 

myself ―What would Guido do?‖   This newsletter has forced me each month 

to remain focused on dog training topics.  As time passed I  learned many 

lessons from  other NAVHDA members.  The internal question now became 

not    ―What would _Guido  do?‖,  as I was interjecting other names.  Gabby 

Awbrey, Bob Worrell, John T., Ralph Martinez, Cliff Fleming, Raffi, Clint La-

ger, Mike Eisen, Kevin Billy  and many others I had trained with , watched 

their dogs repeatedly or discussed training  techniques.  Pro’s such as 

George Hickox and Rick & Ronnie Smith would also enter my internal mental 

calculator of what should be done in training my dog.  Mentors are im-

portant to success.  These training tips were probably more info than most 

want on dog training.  However, in the age of Google, can we ever have TOO 

MUCH INFORMATION.  The well trained dog can be enjoyed  for 12-14 years.  

Is a few Saturday mornings each month  for a couple years too much time to 

give? Your family gets an  obedient, reliable companion that will eagerly 

look forward to seeing you returning from work daily. Of course his tail will 

be wagging and his ears tipped forward as his rear end shakes in anticipa-

tion.  How much time have we spent on a golf course or surfing the internet?  

Your dog will always give you a better Return on Your Investment of Time. 

All of us have had epic failures while training that often don’t get 

mentioned.  One my funniest  was training for our first Utility 

test and  duck search.  I was training with Michael Rizzo who 

competed  in the Invitational with his dog Milo this year.  Two 

years ago we were both fairly inexperienced and struggling to 

learn how to train.   He had Guido show him how to do the duck 

search whereas I had gathered info from all over the internet 

and beyond.  We both came with ideas on how to tether our 

lone duck so that he would not get away without our dog finding 

him.  The one thing we did not have was waders!!  Michael first 

worked on the duck to keep him from getting away.  He then 

handed me the duck and I began taping his feet, his wings and 

his mouth shut.  All things the ―internet‖ had promised were 

―good ideas‖.   At this point our duck pretty much looked like 

an Egyptian mummy.  So we now thought it was time to begin. 
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Irene Fradella & Skylar practice ―steady by 

the blind  while training in the desert.   Land 

training for water events usually transfers 

well for the dogs.  It is much easier to teach 

the skills on land than having the dog in the 

water.  Do not feel you need water to practice 

―duck search‖.  The concept is expanding your 

search until you locate game. 

Upper left.  Gabby Awbrey and Cash prepare to 

start the AKC Master Hunt test in Cal City. 
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WHERE MEMBERS 

TEACH   OTHERS HOW  

TO TRAIN    THEIR 

BIRDDOG 

This is a common question amongst new NAVHDA 

members.  Many get their new dog to be used as a 

family pet and occasional hunting companion. Many 

versatile breeds are underutilized and never reach 

their full potential.  Many versatile breeds never de-

velop their full potential as retrievers and are 

viewed as strictly upland bird dogs and their owners 

frequently are not too picky about the bird being 

delivered to hand.  Once you enter the adult testing 

with NAVHDA in the UPT or the UT test all birds are 

to be delivered to hand.   Retrieving is seen as a sign 

of cooperation and trainability between dog and 

handler.  Testing your dog reveals what your dog 

is good at. Frequently we owners are biased as to 

the abilities of our dog.  ―Love is blind‖ is an appro-

priate phrase  for how we see our most loyal  hunting 

companion. The owner frequently does not see reali-

ty.  However, it’s difficult to make excuses when 

your dog breaks and chases four different chukar in 

a test.  My dog Mojo and I experienced this in a Utili-

ty Test and their were a couple of positives.  1: You 

absolutely know what needs practice and      2: There 

is no more pressure for the remainder of the test you 

cannot get the score your were hoping for.   When a 

dog does poorly in a test you will observe many han-

dlers blame the birds, the weather, the vegetation 

and even the judges.  However, it is very difficult to 

blame your dog as you know they gave their best 

and it is even more difficult to blame oneself .   We 

know the trainer certainly cannot have made a mis-

take.  The dog and trainer function as a team and  the 

failure and success are equally shared.  I would con-

tend that we the trainers  generally bear most of the 

responsibility. 

Testing your Dog will create a much closer bond 

with your dog.  It is really the regular training pro-

cess that makes the difference.  Your dog loves to be 

with you. 

Testing your dog will result in a dog that will be 

obedient during stressful situations.  As your dog 

gets the basic concepts of each part of the test mas-

tered you will progressively increase the distrac-

tions your dog  could possibly face during the test.  

In short, you are making your dog choose between 

obeying you and completing the task or becoming 

distracted.  If he becomes  distracted this becomes 

your teaching moment or correction that you were 

looking for to master  the task at hand. 
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Your dog also loves to learn.  The testing 

process is all about learning new skills and 

then mastering them to facilitate the hunt-

ing process.  Consistently working on 

these skills will create a lifetime bond 

between you and your dog.  They will 

look to you for guidance and leadership 

not only in the hunting fields and duck 

blinds but also in most other areas of their 

life.  You will become their alpha pack 

leader.   

These skills transfer into most other areas 

and places that you take your dog.  Your 

dog will learn to be calm and obedient 

in very public places.  After my dog Grif-

fin got a prize 1 UT score his reward was 

that we stopped at Bass Pro Shop on the 

way home and let him enjoy the hundreds 

of people that were shopping.  Many asked 

to pet him and a few even had their chil-

dren pose next to him for photos.  I had 

him sit  by the gun counter, the busiest 

spot in the store. This was to get him com-

fortable being in the middle of a crowded 

enclosed area filled with strangers.  This is 

not something he gets exposed to often.  

The only real preparation he had for this 

was the ―steady by the blind‖ portion of 

the UT test.  This is where your dog must sit 

patiently while you walk out of  sight and 

six shot gun blasts are fired and a duck is 

launched over the pond at which point you 

can send him for the retrieve.  The pa-

tience learned in that exercise will al-

low your dog to be patient  and confident 

in many other diverse places. 

You will learn to be a good dog trainer— 

when you prepare to pass NAVHDA tests.   

The Natural Ability test is a great place for 

a new handler to start.  Dog and handler 

learn some basic skills of hunting and 

working together.  It’s a test that should be 

enjoyed and seen as the  beginning of  

training your dog and not the end. 

AKC hunt tests and field trials have the judges 

ride horses or ATV’s.  SOCAL NAVHDA member 

Ty Mitchell above judges an AKC hunt test at Cal 

City.  Like NAVHDA judges  they are volunteers.  

Without judges we could not have tests regard-

less of what organization you test with.   Try not to 

be critical of the judges scoring.  It is not person-

al.  They are looking at 30 minutes of your dogs 

life and analyzing whether your dog met the ob-

jective.  Most of our NAVHDA dogs perform well 

and are consistent.  That’s what we typically see 

at a NAVHDA event.  In the AKC world you will 

see  an enormous range of dogs.  It will vary from 

the show dog that has never seen a bird to a na-

tional level field trial dog that trains on hundreds 

of birds per year.  Our NAVHDA trained dogs 

usually perform well in these events. 
On the previous page Cliff Fleming is pictured with his 

dog Rose after getting a Master Hunter passing score. 

6 passing scores are needed to get the title. 
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WHERE MEMBERS 

TEACH   OTHERS 

HOW  TO TRAIN 

THEIR BIRDDOG 

Congratulations to Ralph Martinez and his dog VC Citori 

on bringing in this large Canadian Goose.  Ralph’s 7 year 

old daughter has a favorite meal of ―Mallard!!‖  Possibly 

she will now have a new favorite meal of ―Goose‖.  Ap-

parently Tori’s retrieve involved crossing a river and then 

tracking the goose for a distance.  I heard rumor that 

there  is an amazing video of this retrieve.  Great job 
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Training Coordinator          Jon Vesely 
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Training  Coordinator     Jon Auer 

                                

SOCAL NAVHDA OFFICERS 

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures 

(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly when he/she 

is not working on a drill. 

(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or vest.  Mem-

bers holding a gun in the field must have completed a hunter safety 

class or have a hunting license. 

(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated parking area 

at all times. 

(4) No alcohol on premises. 

(5) ―Boat Safety‖, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life jacket when 

in the boat. 
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NAVHDA Annual Meeting Report 
By Steve Engelgau 

  

I am honored to have represented both the Inland Empire and Southern California Chapters 

at the Annual Meeting of NAVHDA. I attended the meeting in Charlotte, NC on January 26th -

29th.  As previously discussed with both Chapters, although I represented both Chapters, the 

organization by laws only entitled me to 1 vote.  I was fortunate to have represented the In-

land Empire Chapter in the 2016 meeting, it is very clear that there is ―weak‖ representa-

tion from the West Coast.  Be advised that there only one other West Coast Chapter 

present, the San Diego Chapter was also present. 

The Report 
Some interesting facts concerning the size and growth of NAVHDA are as follow: 

Membership is growing 

In 2014, membership was 5,325.         

In 2015, membership was 5,504.    

In 2016 membership is >   5,691. 

There are 83 Chapters, 72 in the US and 11 in Canada. 

There were 351 test in  2016  

NA tests increased by 15% (+) / UPT test decreased by 20% (-) 

UT tests decreased by 7% (-) 

Data indicates that Non-hunters do not retain membership, usually test and do not 

renew.  Hunters tend to stay with the organization. 
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NAVHDA Promotions Report (Jason Wade) 

We have long term continuing sponsor relationships w/ Purina (18 yrs ), Tri-Tronics, & 

Ugly Dog 

We had a new sponsor –Dakota 283, they are a manufacturer of plastic products, kennels, 

water bowls, etc. 

We have relationships with other ―like minded‖ organizations 

Pheasants and Quail Forever ——-Ruffed Grouse Society  

NAVHDA Social Media efforts are experiencing very rapid growth  

Wing shooting USA, the NAVHDA YouTube, 8,614 views 

15,000 ―hits‖ on Facebook last week——-Estimate 40,000 this quarter 

―Courtesy Copies‖ of the  NAVHDA Magazines are available for promotions-for new mem-

bers or events (just call main office).  The Promotions department is developing a pack-

et with stickers for display on your car,  or public areas to ―advertise‖ our organization. 

Staff encouraged article submissions for the NAVHDA Magazine to spotlight specific-

Chapters activities and events 

Based on the future and growth of NAVHDA, any Youth Event as high priority.  Please com-

municate these events or ―successes‖ to the Magazine editor and our main office.  

Funding is available, there is a very serious ―push‖ to engage our young members 

and grow the youth membership.  
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The Business Meeting 

 There were 4 motions brought from the Delegates from across the US and Canada, these 

motions were discussed and presented to the Board.  Of the 4 motions formally presented, 

vote tallies were not close, motions were passed or defeated by overwhelming majorities.    

(The following motions are presented in my words, the actual motions may have used differ-

ent terminology and this is my understanding of the actual motions.) 

Motion #1  NAVHDA Annual Dues will include an opportunity to make a voluntary $5 do-

nation for the Youth Development Program.   Discussion:  There was so much discussion 

previous to this notion concerning the youth focus and the importance for our future that 

this passed overwhelming, both with the Delegates assembly and the Board. 

Motion #2  It was moved that NAVHDA allow a registry for the testing of dogs outside 

the NAVHDA approved breeds and without breeding papers.  This could be considered an 

―Alternative Registry‖ for testing only. Discussion:  The motion is underdevelopment and 

morphed several times during discussion, there were many concerns-I have listed some of 

these below: They would be a non-breed-able dog, spade or neutered .  These dogs could be 

rescues and have no papers.  Test scores for performance only, there would be no registra-

tion or formal registry.  A possible PAL Pedigree Alternative (?) This motion was denied by 

the Board 
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When you first start training your dog(s) for NAVHDA, you may be unaware or unsure of 

what will be needed for equipment.  The following is a list of equipment that you will need to 

start training your dog(s) in NAVHDA.  Most all the equipment is available at Ugly Dog Hunting 
Supply, Gun Dog Supply or Lion Country Supply, however you may be able to find the items 

elsewhere.  We do recommend you shop around. All items listed below are helpful.  However 

with a new dog, the checkcord, whistle, bird bag and leash should be purchased immediately. 

For your dog. 

 Water & Bowl/pail. -You will need plenty of water while training your dog.  You will need 

the water to keep them hydrated and cool.  Don’t assume there is water available a the 

training site.  Recommend gallon milk jugs or similar and small water bottles to carry with 

you in the field. 

 Sturdy leather or nylon collar. 

 6′ leather leash. 

 Pinch or prong collar or Wonder Lead.  (Used only during obedience training, generally 

teaching your dog to heel. Once trained will only use for a quick refresher.) 
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Motion #3 

It was moved that NAVHDA refund fees for the Invitation Test (VC), if the Handler, 

Owner or Dog dies previous to the test.   Discussion:  There were concerns about the Han-

dler being replaced and be able to test anyway.  However, the majority agreed that it was the 

proper, ethically and right to do by giving a refund in this situation.  This does not happen of-

ten but this was no formal procedure within our test management guidelines.  This notion was 

passed.  

 Motion #4 

It was moved that NAVHDA form a committee to research and recommend Insurance 

Providers for NAVHDA.  The insurance cost is our largest single budgetary item at ap-

prox. $39k.   Discussion:  It was agreed that it would be prudent to research insurance pro-

viders as to bid on our insurance needs.  It was made clear that, although no one felt our 

costs were ―out of line‖ but that it was reasonable and responsible to see what is available and 

recommend accordingly.  This notion was passed.  

Youth Development Program    By far, the most discussed and emotional topic was the Youth 

Development Program.  The statement below comes from our website, please review. 

―Purpose: to financially support the efforts of NAVHDA members, chapters, Youth 

Development Committee or Executive Council in developing the next generation 

of dog enthusiasts, outdoors persons and hunters.  
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Local NAVHDA  Members  

Compete and WIN in New York City  
We were thrilled to receive notice that SOCAL NAVHDA members Chuck Kushell  and his  

Gordon Setter  “Halsey”competing in the prestigious Westminster Dog show won first 

place for Best in Breed. 

Mary Grant and her Vizsla Russet Leather Ride to the Top  “Teak” also competed at the 

Westminster Dog show and won Best in Breed.   

That is TWO  local NAVHDA  members  winning national titles in conformation the same year.  I 

am guessing that has rarely if ever happened.  Congratulations Teak, Halsey and Mary & 

Chuck!!  Great Job!  We are happy for your success. 

 20′ check cord.  High visibility preferred since may be setting it down quite often.     

 Electronic Collar -  many brands I recommend Tritronics/Garmin or Sportdog  

 Stake out.  Used if you will not be keeping your dog kenneled. It’s nice to stake out your 

dog and get them out of their kennel, but you should make sure they are watched while out.  

A stray dog or chukar could wander in causing a stir.  Sun/rain/ants can all cause discom-

fort.   

 Hammer heavy enough to pound in the stake out. 

 Starter pistol.  I would recommend the one using 209 primers as they are much cheaper 

to buy than the other blanks and they are actually louder than most. 

 Primers/ blanks for whatever pistol you choose. 

 Bird bag.   

 Whistle and lanyard. 

 Small used cat kennel or similar to put birds in. Can be purchased at Goodwill or yard sale. 

Equipment for You 
 Hat—for sun or rain 
 Jacket—cold, wind or rain 
 Sunblock 
 Boots or appropriate footwear (hiking boots or muckboots) 
 Cooler—stocked with a small lunch and cold beverages 
 Wipes or hand sanitizer—clean up before lunch 
 Orange vest—safety –some have pockets to carry birds or training gear 
 Gloves 
 Waders—for teaching water skills 
NAVHDA members are happy to loan you some items when needed.  However,  after purchas-

ing your pup and beginning training you should probably try to start gathering the gear you will 

need to train your pup. 
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Testing reveals what your dog is NOT  yet 

good at doing.  Try and think of it not as your 

dog’s weakness .  Think of it as revealing  are-

as that we still haven’t mastered.  Generally it 

reveals a weakness in our training methods.  

There is NO shame in this.  It happens.  Each 

dog is slightly different and will take different 

strategies to train.  It also takes a great deal of 

time for us to be trained.  If my dog performs 

with inconsistency, I probably train with incon-

sistency.  Our dogs are looking and desiring  

consistent leadership and expectations.  Can 

we provide it? 

Testing provides adrenaline and energy that 

most closely duplicate life’s greatest chal-

lenges for our dogs.  These challenges could 

be the neighbors three year old, a running rab-

bit,  a Petsmart visit, opening day of hunting 

season or taking your dog to a youth soccer 

game.  At test day you will sense the energy 

amongst all of the dogs.  Your dog will smell 

the birds, the adrenaline and possibly  even 

the judges!  Your best strategy is to Remain 

Calm.  Just another day.  Let your dog see 

that no matter what happens you won’t be 

rattled.  You are a team that practices success 

day in and day out.  Your attitude can help your 

dog have a calm confidence despite the chal-

lenges.  Relax. The worst thing that can hap-

pen is that the test goes poorly and you get to 

spend more time with your most faithful follow-

er preparing for the next test. 

Practicing for the test with other  members 

taking the same test can create lasting 

friendships.  These training partners will get 

to know you and your dog.  Quite possibly the 

same  training partners will be your future 

hunting partners. 

Testing is fun.  You will feel energy and 

emotion you cannot purchase.  When your 

dog completes a retrieve in the drag or per-

forms a perfect duck search you both will 

proudly share the satisfaction of a job well 

done.  You are now functioning as a team and 

have many years to spend working together. 

This  experience of owning a versatile hunting 

dog is all about the journey and not the desti-

nation.  Eventually you and your dog will walk 

in unison through life’s adventures. 

Below is Mojo at her first AKC Master Hunt test this  win-

ter.  This time she did not break on 4 Chukar!! and 

passed the test!  Above: one of the AKC judges during 

the test. 
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Our goal is to remove barriers keeping youths from experiencing the outdoors,  particularly 

hunting. This, in turn, will foster a lifelong love of the outdoor heritage and lifestyle as well 

as the values that NAVHDA represents.‖ 

A special committee is in place to encourage and support youth activity in our local Chapters 

across the country.  We are fortunate to have a Board Member on the Youth Development in 

our area; Ruth Weiss is a Senior Judge, honored PP breeder and active in NAVHDA both lo-

cally and across the country.  I am sure that we will be hearing much more from this group 

concerning getting the youth of our communities involved.  It is clear that the ―youth focus is 

will dictate our future with NAVHDA, our sport and organization will die without growth in 

this area.  Ruth has several ideas and national support, if you have questions and /or would 

like to commit time, energy or finance, please see Ruth or myself. 

Ruth recommended that ―we need to bring the (dog handling) events to the youth rather than 

making the youth come to our events.‖  This means that our Chapters need to deliver presen-

tations to youth organizations or institutions as to attract and promote interest in dog han-

dling and hunting. NAVHDA has funding, scholarships and discounted testing available immedi-

ately, we will be hearing much more about this in 2017 and beyond. 
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After considerable discussion about of fu- ture of NAVHDA, it was suggested that we 

need re-set our goals as to who we are as an organization.  Planning and forecast where we 

want to go and how are we going to get there. There was agreement that a committee will be 

selected by the board to work on this important issue.  

The Invitational Test (VC)   

In representing the Inland and So Cal. Chapters, the single request from both Boards 

was that we would like to see an Invitational in the West or split the event, one in the 

West and one in the East.  

Here are some facts concerning this event: 

The Invitational have already selected pre-planned sites through 2019 

The Invitational has been 3 years in Ohio and 3 years in Iowa. 

This is a bid process and must be submitted in advance for consideration.  As I under-

stand, the main issue is ―finding suitable grounds‖ to conduct a test of this magnitude. 

Other issues include the proper man power to run the test and supporting infrastruc-

ture, housing, etc. 

The main ―drivers‖ for selection are venues are testing grounds and faculties. 

I propose, if we are really serious about hosting this event in our area, we need to 

set up a Bid Committee including all local Chapters and possibly other Chapter in 

Northern California is support this bid.  This is a very demanding undertaking and 

requires a strong group of committed individuals and organizations to win the bid 

for our area. 

Some facts from the Invitational In 2016 are as follows: 

There were 116 dogs qualified 

There were 92 that actually ran or participated 

There were 38 dogs that passed. (data indicates that about 33%-40% pass) 

 

General Facts and Feedback 

The NAVHDA Registry continues to grow, it the last 5 yrs the population has gone from 

2,658 dogs to 3,895.   

Delegates for the Canadian Chapters shared the following important information 

There a movement to not allow the ―docking‖ of tails, they have been fighting this at 

high level in the Canadian government.  They mentioned that there is a similar 

movement in the US. 

They just recently got governmental approval to use E-collars with ―hunting dogs‖ as 

it was considered inhumane and cruel.  The Canadian group’s purpose was to share 

this information because of these ―concerns‖ could possibly spreading to the US. 
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SOCAL  NAVHDA  

Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic  
at Prado Dog Park, Chino, CA  

Sunday, March 26, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. 
Rattlesnakes are a big problem here in California for dog owners. 

Here are two of the ways that your dog can be bitten by a rattle snake: 

1. Hunting dogs with their high prey instinct will attack a rattle snake 

attracted by the movement, the sound or the smell of a snake. 

2: A dog running at full speed during hunting/or playing in open space can 

step on or run by a rattle snake and get bitten. 

To avoid this from happening: 

1. Train your dog to avoid a rattle snake with Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic 

Training. 

The SOCAL Chapter of the North American Hunting Dog Association is 

offering a Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic at Prado Recreation Dog Park in 

Chino on Sunday March 26, 2017 starting at 08:00 a.m. at the Guido Dei 

NAVHDA Pond area. 

The cost for the clinic is $60 per dog. There is a $15.00 entry fee to the park. 

Members and, as a public service, non-members are welcome to sign up for 

this clinic. Your dog does not have to be a hunting dog to benefit from this 

training. Any dog exposed to open space where there could be snakes present 

will benefit. 

Please sign up by email at mailto:socalnavhda@gmail.com and make your 

check payable to So. Cal. NAVHDA for $60.00 per dog and mail to: 

SoCal NAVHDA 

3672 Center Ave. 

Norco CA 92860. 

Please make a notation on your check "Snake Awareness Clinic". Or you can 

sign up in advance and pay at the clinic. For questions regarding the clinic 

contact Rodge Fradella (909) 399-5810. 

Bud Andrew (Andy) will be the Clinic Director. Andy is an experienced Dog 

Trainer and the Game keeper of the Etiwanda Game Association. Dogs will 

be taught to avoid rattle snakes by smell, sound and sight. 
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Please invite any friends you may have to our Snake Avoidance training in March.  This is 

the single best thing that can be done to prevent your dog from being bitten.  You will not 

want your dog to go through the swelling and pain that accompany a snake bite.  One of 

our dogs was bitten a couple  years back and the experience is life threatening and pain-

ful. 

This event is also a fundraiser for our chapter.  Andy, the snake wrangler,  gives a portion 

of the money back to SOCAL NAVHDA every year.  Not only will your friends have the op-

portunity to have their dogs trained to avoid snakes but they can receive the rattlesnake 

vaccine as well.  Realize that the first year this vaccine should be given twice.  Thirty 

days apart.  After the first year you just need a one year booster.  Realize that several vari-

eties of rattlesnakes exist throughout Southern California.  You are just as likely to have a 

dog bitten in the Coastal and Mountain regions as you are in the desert.  As NAVHDA 

members you quickly learn how great our dogs sense of smell is in finding birds.  This 

same excellent sense of smell allows them to avoid the rattlesnake once they understand 

that rattlesnakes are not good. 
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NAVHDA SPONSORS 

S O C A L    NA V H DA  

WHERE MEMBERS 

TEACH   OTHERS 

HOW  TO TRAIN 

THEIR BIRDDOG 

For More Info 

SOCALNAVHDA.org 

  

SOCAL NAVHDA MEMBER BENEFITS 

1.     Receive Monthly newsletter from Feb-

ruary to October. 

2.     Have your unlimited webpage site 

within the www.SoCalnavhda.com web-

site for 10.00$/year. 

3.     Access to the Members Forum in the 

Chapter Website Password: "best dogs" 

with a space between the two words. 

4.     Choose a trainer mentor out of a list of 

professional and very experienced train-

ers. 

5.     Participate in a monthly training day. 

6.     Be first in line to enroll your dog in the 

Chapter’s NAVHDA Tests before all oth-

er NAVHDA national members. 

7.     Have access to the So.Cal. NAVHDA 

Trailer packed with versatile hunting 

dog training supplies for $20.00 key de-

posit, refundable if you’ll leave the 

chapter. 

8.     So.Cal. NAVHDA members are covered 

by NAVHDA liability insurance at the 

Chapter's sanctioned events. 



 20 

March 26     -Training Day at Prado  

                 Snake Awareness Day 

April 23—Training Day at Prado 

May 21—Training Day at Prado 

June 25 -   Training Day at Prado 

July 16—Training Day at Prado 

August 20—Training Day at Prado 

September 17—Training Day at Prado 
Training days:7:30—8:00 Set– Up & Air out dogs 

                8:00 Gather to hear days plan 

                8:30—1:00   Training 

                1:30  Help put away tables, EZ UP, etc 

 

 

Challenges  

 

 are what 

Makes Life  

Interesting 

Overcoming them 

Is What  

Makes Life  

 

Meaningful 

More goes into a training day than many people notice.  Reserving the fields.  Moving the 

trailer.  Finding birds.  Bringing lunch.  Finding birds.  Getting people to help with training.  

Overcoming challenges (flooded fields, poor weather, etc.).  Synchronizing all the moving 

parts.  Many times it seems a little haphazard when you arrive at a training day. You would 

probably be surprised at how much work goes into being ―haphazard‖.  As Steven Tyler says 

it takes a lot of money to dress this ―cheap‖.  Part of this issue is one never knows how many 

will attend or what ages of dogs they will have.  If you would like to help in any capacity 

please let Jim McDonald know.   The cleanup at the end is frequently one of the most chal-

lenging as there are few people left . .. . And they are now hoping to train their own dogs.  If 

you would like to be on the ―cleanup crew‖ please give Jim McDonald a call. 
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I believe Michael had the duck tethered to a string so that he could not swim away and disappear.  My 

memory is probably foggy on this as I seriously have tried to delete this training moment from my mind.  

But,  if I remember correctly,  we threw the duck out into the Prado pond about 15 feet.  The duck could 

hardly float upright as we had so many things taped to the duck he was severely leaning to the side.  We 

said, ―This doesn’t look right,  Quick bring your dog over so we can do the ―duck search‖.‖    Mike’s  

Small Munsterlander Milo dove in and quickly began swimming towards the duck.  The duck attempted 

to dive under the water for safety.  After sometime the duck had not emerged and we then remembered 

the duck was attached to a long string.  So we pulled in the string and discovered that our one and only 

prized duck had drowned.  It felt tragic.  We had failed the duck.  We had failed our dogs.   It was as if a 

cloud had come over the pond and our training day needed to end.  We had spent so much effort 

―contriving‖ the perfect training situation that a perfectly good duck was no longer able to swim.  I now 

rarely impede the duck or the dog when training duck search.  Both duck and dog seem much happier 

for it.  I am confident Michael will have a much different memory of this training moment. 

As your dogs get better you may look for other venues for your dog to compete in. Their really are sever-

al opportunities such as:  Bird Dog Challenge, NSTRA, AKC field trials and hunt tests,  agility tests, track-

ing tests, obedience and several others. As my dogs became better trained entering them in other hunt 

tests seemed like a good idea.  Myself and a couple other NAVHDA folks would enter AKC hunt tests and 

field trials.  Although somewhat similar to our NAVHDA world they are distinctly different.  Your dogs will 

not need to swim or track .  Versatility is not tested.  However, your dog MAY need to be more ―steady‖ 

than what you see at many NAVHDA events.  You also will  see many more dogs competing.  This fall I 

was at events with 60—140 dogs.  The good news is that in the hunt tests I attended this year  the most 

challenging tests were filled with about 80% NAVHDA dogs. The highest levels are the Senior and Master 

Hunt titles.  Most of the time NAVHDA members were competing against NAVHDA members in AKC 

events.  It was a blast.  Most of the photos in this months publication are from one of those events held in 

Cal City during February.  A few times each year someone  asks me do any of these NAVHDA folks actu-

ally hunt?  They always seem surprised when I tell them that many members train to get ready for hunting 

season and then they test to allow them to keep ―hunting‖ after hunting season.  Our dogs are thrilled to 

hunt. Getting out of the house and spending a day with our dog is never a bad day.  Like many NAVHDA 

members I had little intention of testing or hunting when I got my pups.  I thought there were no birds in 

California.  Once you get a ―birddog‖ you find there are many, many birds.  Initially, my dogs were to be 

hiking partners as most of my weekends were spent hiking mountain trails.  However, we now rarely 

hike.  I prefer to be where my dogs have the most joy.  That is almost always somewhere near birds hunt-

ing or training.  Enjoy the Journey.  Living the Dream.   
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Pictured above is Rebecca Harper –Gardea one of the many committed SOCAL NAVHDA 

members.  Rebecca and family have 7 Weimeraners!!  They are excellent dogs although I 

have trouble telling them apart.  Her dog Pixie got the JH title in February.  Congratulations 

Rebecca!   I would also like to thank Rebecca , Rodge Fradella, Kevin Billy, Ralph Martinez and 

Steve Engelgau and any others that submitted photos or content for this newsletter.  People 

volunteering their talents to help others is the premise of NAVHDA.  Each one, help one.  

Thanks for contributing to the tribe! 


