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Happy New Year!

Happy New Year So Cal NAVHDA chapter members!  I hope that 
everyone had a wonderful holiday and is having a fun, safe, and 
successful hunting season!  Although we do not normally publish a 
January newsletter, there was alot of information that the board 
wanted to pass on to members and I had several articles written by 
members that I thought you would all be interested in.  The start of 
the new year also means that 2013 chapter membership dues are 
due.  On the last page of the newsletter is our membership 
application, along with instructions on where to send your renewal 
dues.  If you have any questions, please contact Guido.  Pat will be 
back next month with her Presidents column.  I know that it has 
been a tough hunting season for everyone who hunted locally, but 
I am in need of your stories for the next newsletter.  If you have a 
story that you think others would be interested in hearing, please 
send it to me.  I look forward to seeing everyone at our next 
training day on Sunday January 20th (at least those who are not 
out trying to get in one more hunt before the season closes on 
January 27th)!Training Day - Prado @ 

7:30am

01/20/2012

    January    
    Dates to Remember

Hunting Season closes for:
Quail, Chukar and Duck

01/27/2012 Please Note:
The next local area test will be hosted by the San Diego 

Chapter on April 12, 13, 14 at Prado and Raahauges.
For more information please visit their website: 

www.sandiegonavhda.com



The So Cal Chapter of NAVHDA held its annual Christmas party on Saturday December 
8th at the Compton Hunt Club.  Due to the low number of members who expressed 
interest in attending, we changed this event from being catered to having a pot luck.  
With approximately 22 members in attendance, everyone had a fantastic time with 
plenty of wonderful food and spirits, great conversation and fun.  The highlight of the 
evening was the gift exchange with members fighting for the most wanted gift of the 
evening - a cooler filled with beer.  For those of you who were not able to attend, I 
would encourage you to do so next year - it was a truly a fantastic evening.  

2012 So Cal NAVHDA Christmas Party



More Christmas Party Photos...



The Chapter lost a valued member this fall, Jack Johnson.  Jack’s ever present smile, 
contagious laughter and positive look on life will be missed by his friends and family.  
The chapter extended its sympathy by sending a spray of flowers for his services - we 
will all miss him greatly.

Goodbye Mr. Jack Johnson

Raffi and I took Shaggy, Beretta and Geedee to 
South Dakota in 2000.  Shaggy was a tireless 
warrior excelling especially in chukar hunting.  
Shaggy had a strong character and personality: he 
was friendly with people, but not so much with 
other dogs.
We had to keep him and Geedee separated to avoid 
a dog fight.  Last time I saw him was at Prado he 
was over 13 years old and still going strong, we 
shot a couple of pigeons for him and he really 
enjoyed it!  Raffi has said that Shaggy has been his 
best chukar hunting partner.  Shaggy will not be 
forgotten by Raffi and all of us that had a chance to 
see him in action!

Goodbye to Shaggy
by Guido Dei

!



On October 13th 2012 Quails Unlimited Riverside California Chapter held their Fall Challenge.
The Challenge is an invitation to all breeds, pointing and flushing, to run in a field trial just 
before the opening of the California Hunting season and show that theirs dogs are ready to 
hunt and of course "bragging rights". With about 25 entries in the Pointing division, including 2 
pointing Labs, I entered Cody and Fletcher in the Field Trial portion but decided not to enter 
the Water retrieve event this time around as I had to get back home as early as possible.

Quail Unlimited Fall Challenge 2012
by Claude Trincale

The scenting conditions were 
difficult, the air was dry, hot and 
there was no breeze most of the day 
and many dogs had a hard time 
finding the quail. After a long day of 
competition the last dog that ran 
had a good breeze, scenting 
condi t ion improved and the 
German Wirehair Pointer won the 
tournament.
 
However, Cody du Pech de Cayrol 
had an excellent run and finished 
3rd overall with a clean three bird 
run. Rufnit Flecher took 2nd overall 
with a difficult third bird. I had to 
call Safety on this third bird to 
avoid shooting the Judge (a good 
thing) but under the rules of this 
field trial you cannot get a score for 
the third and last bird on a Safety, 
you must bag a third bird. So I had 
to release Fletcher, have him re-
establish point, point, flush, shoot 
and retrieve. Fortunately that did 
not take long as the bird had only 
flown about 50 yards. All is well 
that ends well.
 
The So. Cal NAVHDA Bourbonnais 
continue to dominate at the QU 
Challenges. If you recall Cody had 
taken 1st in the Spring QU Field 
trial and Fletcher 2nd in the Spring 
QU Water retrieve challenge.
 I hope to see you at the QU Spring 
Challenge.



2013 Training Days

On Sunday Jan 20th we will have our first 
Training Day of the year.
Dogs will be divided by age groups and 
level of training (Invitational, Utility and 
Natural Ability).
If you need birds please email Guido Dei 
with your request.  Ty Mitchell can get 
bobwhite quail for $5.00. Other birds 
(Pigeon, Chukar, Pheasant, ducks) may be 
available if you need them. Please email 
your request to Guido as soon as possible.

Linda Mitchell will serve lunch for $5.00 per person. Please email Guido with the 
number of lunches you desire.

We can't wait to see all of you at our first training day of the year!

2013 Training Day Tentative Schedule:
Jan 20th, Feb. 17th

March 17th, April 21st
May 19th, June 9th

July 21st, August 18th
September 15th.

“The average dog is a nicer 
person than the average 

person.” 
- Andy Rooney

Quote of the Month



It all started out when I noticed a small lump on the right side of Alba’s rib area. It was the beginning of 
May 2012.
The lump was hard to the touch and Alba showed no pain when I manipulated the lump.
On May 20th our vet was not sure about the cause of it but determined that was a bacterial infection. 
He drained some of the fluid from the lump and put Alba on antibiotics.
The lump was not changing after two weeks on antibiotics so our vet decided to make a small incision 
and inserting a scope to see if he was able to find any foreign material inside the lump. Nothing was 
found. Then he sent the fluid and a sample to a laboratory for bacterial culture to determine the proper 

Alba vom Dei-Haus Foxtail Saga
- by Guido Dei

!

antibiotic for the infection. The results indicated that 
Clavamox was the antimicrobial of choice for two of 
the bacterial organisms and high dose of penicillin 
for another. Because most of the bacteria present was 
anaerobic (they die upon contact with air) our vet 
decided to do a surgery on July 16th with two 
openings with drain tubes on each end. We were to 
put oxygen peroxide inside the tubes to prevent the 
openings from sealing too quickly.
After almost a month of antibiotic the situation was 
not improving; I took Alba back to our vet and told 
him to open up the lump completely and to look for  
some foreign material inside. On August 7th Alba 
underwent another surgery, this time a foxtail was 
found inside the tissue of the lump.  After the stitches 
were removed from this last surgery it left me with a 
little less than a month to finish her training for the 
2012 NAVHDA Invitational.
We were in Iowa training for the Invitational on 
September 14th  when, with great displeasure, I 
noticed another small lump growing on the left side 
of Alba. It looked exactly like the first one hard to the 
touch and no pain for the dog. I took Alba to a local 
vet in Grinnell, IA. If I had to run Alba in the 
Invitational we couldn’t do another surgery, so we 
put Alba back on Clavamox. The lump did not grow 
and on Sept. 23rd Alba became a Versatile Champion 
passing the Invitational with her mother René doing 
the same.
Back home on October 9th our vet performed 
another surgery and found two more seeds in the 
lump tissue.
This surgery sealed nicely and I was eager to take 
Alba hunting with my other two dogs.
I took Alba on pheasant hunting for three days on 
Nov. 5th, 6th, and 7th.   

!

!



On Nov. 6th the same place where the last surgery was 
performed blew up like a bubble and then ruptured. I put 
Alba back on Clavamox. When we arrived home our vet 
was out of town so I called another vet and get an 
appointment on Nov. 17th. This vet was going to perform 
another surgery on Alba and try to find another foreign 
material in her body.
It ended up being the biggest of all the previous surgeries 
and nothing was found inside the tissue.
On Dec. 6th the stitches were removed.
Alba is now on a long treatment of Doxycycline: another 
type of antibiotic. We keep our fingers crossed hoping 
that no more lumps will show up.
Foxtails, or grass awns, are arrow-shaped stickers that are 
produced by some types of grasses that have gone to 
seed.  Foxtails carry grass seeds.  They evolved to embed 
in the skin and be spread by animals.
Because of the way foxtails grow, they can easily imbed 
right through the fur and into the skin. The illustration 
shows what can happen if a dog gets foxtails into his fur. 
A grass seed that started when it embedded in her coat, 
penetrated her skin and threaded through her muscles. 
She has a short coat; I believe that the first foxtail 
penetrated through her right armpit. The spikelet clusters 
of foxtails are adapted for animal dispersal: The foxtails 
disarticulate easily, the barbs cause the foxtail to cling to 
fur, and movement of the animal causes the foxtail to 
burrow into the fur, since the barbs permit it to move 
only in the direction of the callus. In wild mammals, that 
inhabit the native ranges of foxtail grasses, the fur is 
ordinarily short enough that the foxtails will eventually 
become dislodged, dispersing the seed.
Especially in dogs and other domestic animals, the foxtails 
can become irreversibly lodged. Foxtails can also enter 
the nostril and ear canals of many mammals. In all these 
cases, the foxtail can physically enter the body.
Muscular movements (or air flow, in the case of nostrils) 
can cause the foxtails to continue to burrow through soft 
tissue and organs, causing infection and physical 
disruption, which in some cases can result in death.
A foxtail seed can cause an inflamed, painful, infected 
lump anywhere on an animal's body. A dog with a foxtail 
seed in its ear might rub its head on the ground or shake 
its head violently from side to side. If a dog gets a foxtail 
seed in its eye, it might squint. The eye will water and the 
dog will paw at it. Even if you can clearly see the seed 
beneath the eyelid, do not attempt to remove it. Get the 
dog to a veterinarian immediately. 

Alba vom Dei-Haus Foxtail Saga
(continued)
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Depending on the location of the seed or seeds, other symptoms are compulsive licking and biting at a 
paw or around the groin or rectal area or whining and crying with no obvious or acute injury. 
In addition to causing pain and localized infections, foxtail seeds can migrate and lodge in the spine, in 
the lungs and in other internal organs. They enter through the nose, ears, paws, eyes, urethra or just 
through the skin and travel through the body The seeds are very small, making locating them a painful, 
difficult and expensive procedure. Depending on where a foxtail seed has traveled to inside a dog, it 
can even be life threatening and will require prompt surgical removal. 
An inhaled foxtail seed which has lodged in the nasal cavity may cause violent sneezing, sometimes 
with a bloody discharge from the nostrils. To remove it, a veterinarian may need to sedate the animal, 
locate the seed with a scope, and remove it with a forceps. 
Swallowed foxtail seeds lodged in the throat will cause symptoms of an inflamed sore throat. A dog will 
swallow repeatedly, gulp, cough and gag. Even if the barbed seeds can be detected on examination, the 
dog will need to be sedated to relax the throat muscles so a veterinarian can grasp the seeds and 
remove them.
Prevent foxtail tragedies....
! If you live in an area where foxtails grow, remove weeds from your yard. 
! Keep your dog away from grassy weeds when walking, hiking or hunting. 
! Discourage your dogs from chewing on grasses. 
If your dog has been outdoors in an area possibly infested with foxtails...... 
! Examine your pet daily. Carefully brush its hair, while feeling for any raised areas on its skin. Check 
inside and under its ears; check between the toes, under the armpits and in the groin area. Keep long 
haired and thick coated breeds especially well-groomed. 
! If you see a foxtail seed sticking in the dog's skin, carefully pull it straight out, making sure not to 
break it off in the process. 
!  If you think a seed might already embedded in the skin, in a paw, in an eye or an ear, or if a dog 
who has been eating grass seems to have a throat problem, get the dog to a veterinarian as soon as 
possible! Waiting can only make it harder to find, allow it to migrate and become more dangerous, and 
make treatment more difficult. 
If you live in an area where foxtails grow, learn how to identify these deadly wild grasses so you can 
avoid them.
According to the Governor Animal Clinic website, “A foxtail can literally go anywhere in the dog. For 
example, they have been found inside the brain, anal glands, eyes, ears, jowls, feet, spinal cord, lungs 
and vagina.”
If a foxtail becomes lodged in your dog’s internal organs, it can become infected, causing life-
threatening abscesses to grow.
While foxtails are most prevalent in the Southwestern U.S., especially California, they can be found 
across North America. They are annuals that are soft and green through the winter but start drying out 
in late spring. 
Diagnosis
Consistent symptoms combined with potential exposure to grass awns leads to suspicion of an 
embedded foxtail in a pet.  A confirmed diagnosis occurs when a foxtail is located.
In many instances, foxtails are difficult to locate. This can lead to significant frustration. Foxtails are not 
visible on X-rays.  However, inflammation and swelling associated with foxtails may be detectable on 
CT (computerized tomography) scans.
CT scans might vet expensive, but after all I went through with Alba I probably have save a few 
thousand dollars if we did a full CT scan on the first lump.

Alba vom Dei-Haus Foxtail Saga
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Foxtails commonly embed in the skin, ears, eyes, and nose.   They may lodge in the throat, particularly 
behind the tonsils.   They can occur in the penis or vulva.   Foxtails can migrate throughout the body, 
causing irritation and infection in the lungs, heart, and other internal organs.
Symptoms
The symptoms of an embedded foxtail depend its location.
o The skin and the area under the skin are the most common sites for foxtails in pets. The most 
frequently affected areas are the feet (especially the webbed areas between the toes) and the anterior 
portions of the chest and shoulders.  Foxtails embedded in or under the skin cause swelling, pain, 
redness, and drainage of clear or bloody fluid from the site.   Pets often lick the affected area of skin, 
and hair loss may occur.   Limping is common if a foxtail is embedded in the foot.
o Foxtails located in the eye cause severe swelling, pain, and discharge in the affected eye.  The eye 
usually will be held tightly closed.
o If located in the nose, foxtails usually cause violent sneezing (cats, dogs).  Mucus or blood may 
drain from one nostril.
o Foxtails located in the ear may cause head shaking, scratching or pawing at the ear, and an 
abnormal posture with one ear tilted downwards.  An ear infection may develop in the affected ear, or 
the eye on the affected side may begin to appear abnormal.
o Foxtails that lodge behind the tonsils may cause a dry, honking cough (cats, dogs) or frequent, 
hard swallowing.
o Foxtails that migrate through the body can lodge in the lungs, heart, or other internal organs and 
may cause severe lethargy, lack of appetite, weight loss, coughing, or difficulty breathing.
Risk Factors
o Foxtails occur in grassy, outdoor areas.  Animals that hunt or play in uncut grass are at highest 
risk.  
o  Geography affects risk.  Foxtails are very common in some areas (such as California), and less 
common in others (such as dense forests or deserts).
o Due to feline grooming habits foxtails are less likely to remain embedded in the skin of cats than 
that of dogs.  However, foxtails can occur in either species.
o Animals with long, thick hair are more likely to attract and collect foxtails.  Foxtails may blend in 
and go unnoticed (and therefore un-removed) in animals with tawny or straw colored hair.
o Pets that squat to urinate on seeded grass are at risk of foxtail lodging in their genitalia.
o Pets that eat seeded grass are at risk for foxtails lodging behind the tonsils or in the mouth or 
throat.

Alba vom Dei-Haus Foxtail Saga
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Complications
Regardless of location, foxtails cause pain and irritation.  They very frequently cause infection in the 
surrounding area.  Foxtails in the skin may cause chronic draining sores.   In the eye, foxtails can cause 
ulcers and infection.  Foxtails in the ear can cause ear infections, and can penetrate the ear drum to 
cause hearing damage and neurological problems.
Until they are removed, foxtails often cause chronic infection in and irritation to the structure in which 
they are located.  The long-term nature of these issues can be extremely frustrating.
Foxtails have a tendency to migrate through the body, and can move to areas such as the lungs, heart, 
liver, or other internal organs.  When located in these sites severe illness and death can occur.
Diagnosis
Consistent symptoms combined with potential exposure to grass awns leads to suspicion of an 
embedded foxtail in a pet.  A confirmed diagnosis occurs when a foxtail is located.
In many instances, foxtails are difficult to locate. This can lead to significant frustration. Foxtails are not 
visible on X-rays.  However, inflammation and swelling associated with foxtails may be detectable with 
CT (computerized tomography) scans.
Treatment
If a foxtail can be located, physical removal is the most effective treatment.  Depending on the location, 
sedation or anesthesia may be required to search for and remove a foxtail.
Antibiotics often are used to treat infections that foxtails have triggered.  Affected areas may be cleaned 
and flushed with antiseptic solutions.  Pain killers are appropriate in many cases.
If a foxtail is suspected but cannot be located and removed, long-term antibiotics often are coupled 
with aggressive flushing and cleaning of the affected area.
Follow-up
After a foxtail is located and removed, most symptoms resolve rapidly over 24 - 96 hours. Persistent 
symptoms may indicate the presence of additional foxtails or of other medical problems.
If a foxtail is suspected but cannot be located and removed, follow-up evaluation by a veterinarian may 
be necessary during the treatment period.  In some cases, procedures to search for and remove foxtails 
must be repeated several times.

Alba vom Dei-Haus Foxtail Saga
(continued)

Recipe of the Month
by Richard Cook

This past New Years on our annual camping trip; around the 
campfire we finished dinner and realized that we really "needed" 
a dessert - since this was not a pre-planned dessert, an emergency 
plan had to be formed - camping with a 6 year old means you 
have Cheerios and Marshmallows - throw in some butter and you 
have - Cheerio Treats a la campfire. 
Ingredients:
Cheerios, Small Marshmallows, Butter, Saute Pan, Campfire

Directions:
- Put 1/4 - 1/2 stick of butter in the pan (yes, this is pure health food)
- Place a cup or two of small marshmallows in the pan
- Place the pan on the campfire and stir the mixture
- Once all marshmallows are melted add in two to three cups of Cheerios
- Stir in the Cheerios until completely coated in marshmallow mixture
- Pass the pan around the campfire with a fork and Enjoy!!!
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The North American Versatile Hunting Dog Association is a nonprofit corporation 
whose purpose is to foster, promote, and improve the versatile hunting dog breeds in 
North America; to conserve game by using well trained reliable hunting dogs before 
and after the shot; and to aid in the prevention of cruelty to animals by discouraging 
Nonselective and uncontrolled breeding, which produces unwanted dogs and uncared  
for dogs. 
 
 

 
$ 25 Chapter Regular Membership 
$ 35 Family membership 
  
Make your check payable to: 
So. Cal. NAVHDA 
Address this form to: 
So. Cal. NAVHDA 
2731 Copa De Oro Dr. 
Los Alamitos CA, 90720  
 
 
 
 
 
Chapter Membership dues are due on January 1st every year. There shall be a $10.00 late fee charges 
for all dues paid after March 1st. Any member not paying dues by April 1st will be considered lapsed. 
Remember that you must be a member of the international NAVHDA to belong to any local chapter 
and to receive the Versatile Hunting Dog magazine.  If your membership has expired, you can send 
your $50 renewal fee to: NAVHDA, P.O. Box 520, Arlington Heights, IL 60006-0520 ($55 for a new 
member) 

NAME: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail:________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAVHDA International Membership #:______________________________________ 
 
Dog’s name, breed, whelp date: ____________________________________________ 
Dog’s Registry:__________________________________________________________ 



Thats All Folks…

North American Versatile 
Hunting Dog Association

Southern California 
Chapter

Kristin Cook
12851 Del Rey Drive

North Tustin, CA  92705

Please support all of the NAVHDA official 
sponsors:

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures:
(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly
     when he/she is not working on a drill.
(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or
     vest and have completed a hunter safety class or have a
     hunting license.
(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated
      parking area at all times. 
(4) No alcohol on premises.
(5) “Boat Safety”, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life
      jacket when in the boat.

�������

Pat Beaver
President

Kim Gentner
Vice-President

Guido Dei
Secretary and Treasurer

Jon Vesely
Director of Promotions

Kristin Cook
Director of Publications

Juan Hernandez
Training Coordinator

Questions/Comments/Concerns:
Please let me know your thoughts, or share your stories.  Ideas are always welcome!
Thanks,
Kristin


