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President's Message

Training season is in full swing.  
Our April training day had 
several new puppies and several 
new handlers that were waiting 
for their puppies to be old 
enough to take home.  We tried 
something new and let the 
experienced people go do their 
training and we instructed the puppies and handlers as a 
group.  The handlers all did tracking as a group and then 
worked on pointing as a group.  I had many people come to 
me afterwards and thank us for all they learned.  I think it 
may have been one of our most successful training days we 
have had since I joined So Cal NAVHDA . Thanks to all of you 
that helped make this a good day.
I have not seen all the results for San Diego’s Spring Test but I 
know that several of our members did very well. 
Congratulations.  As we all spend hours training we get to a 
point that we feel that our dog is ready to test.  We show up 
test day and we never know what our little 4 legged friends 
will decide to do, or what will be blooming in the field, or 
what the weather will bring.  All we can do is trust in our 
dogs, do the best we can and love them no matter what the 
outcome.

Hope to see you all at May’s training day.
Have fun training and see you all soon!!!

Pat
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Training

From what I understand the March training day was 
a good one! There were a lot of new puppies that 
showed up, and were given an introduction to birds, 
pointing, tracking and to water – everything they 
will need to complete the NA test!  Thanks to Guido 
for submitting the photos below!  Our next training 
day is on Sunday May 18th at 7:30 a.m. at Prado by 
the NAVHDA pond.  We will be having our 5th 
annual rattlesnake avoidance clinic in conjunction 
with the training day (see enclosed flyer for more 
information).  In addition, we will have a 
veterinarian present who will be administering the 
rattlesnake vaccine for $25 per dog.  They will also 
be micro chipping dogs for $20 per dog.  If you are 
interested in the vaccine or microchip, please 
contact Guido – g.dei1@verizon.net .  

NEW So Cal NAVHDA T-shirts and Hats will be 
available for sale at our May training day.  These 
items will feature our newly designed logo!  Be sure 
to bring your checkbooks and pickup some new 
gear to represent our chapter!  

I hope you see you all on May 18th!





2014 So Cal NAVHDA Fall Test!

The Annual So Cal NAVHDA Fall Test will be held October 3rd, 4th, and 5th 2014 at 
Prado.  This test will include Utility, Utility Prep, and Natural Ability.  if you are 
planning on running in our Fall test, I would recommend signing up as soon as signups 
are announced as our test usually fills up very quickly.  Please watch your email and 
future newsletters for more information.



Fifth So.Cal. NAVHDA 
Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic at Prado Dog Park 

 on May 18th, 2014 
 

 
 

We all recognize that Rattlesnakes are a big problem here in California for dog owners. 
You have two ways that your dog can be bitten by a rattle snake: 
No1.: Our hunting dogs with their high prey instinct will attack a rattle snake attracted by the 
movement, the sound or the smell of it. 
No.2: A dog running at full speed during hunting can step on a rattle snake. 
You have two ways to fight this from happening: 
 
No.1 is done by training the dog to avoid rattler with a Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic 
No.2 is to have your dog vaccinated for rattle snakes. 
For the First Time in our Chapter we are offering a Rattle Snake Avoidance Clinic at the best 
price around.  
This clinic will be held at Prado Dog Park on May 18th starting at 08:00 am 
 
We have checked out many Avoidance clinics they all range between $65 and $75.  
We don’t like the one that are offering the snakes in cages only. 
We think that we found the best method and the best rate at $50/dog. Make check paybable to 
So.Cal. NAVHDA and mail to So.Cal.NAVHDA 2731 Copa De Oro Dr. Los Alamitos, CA 90720. 
Bud Andrew (Andy) will be the Clinic Director. 
Andy is an experienced Dog Trainer and the Game keeper of the Etiwanda Game Association. 
Dogs will be taught to avoid rattle snakes by the smell, the sound and the sight. 
Andy applies this technique: First he will train dogs to avoid rattle snakes in cages; then he will 
take the rattlers out of the cages and will walk the dogs past the rattlers. 
This will teach your canine loved ones the vital importance of recognizing the different sensory 
cues put off by the venomous rattlesnakes of California.  
Don't wait until your loved one will come into contact with the devastating and all too often 
costly effects of a rattlesnake. Call (562) 598-3285 or email us at: g.dei1@verizon.net to 
schedule your dog for May 18th. 
 



San Diego Test
(by Guido Dei)

Several of our members and their dogs ran in the San Diego Utility and Natural Ability 
Test last weekend (April 25-27th) at Prado.  Based upon the number of prizes that I see 
below, I would say they did quite well – Congratulations!  Thanks to Irene and Guido for 
providing the pictures and scores for our newsletter!
Friday April 25th
Mark Matteson and Beau; K Nine's Beau Buford (BS)  
Prize I UT
Herbert Schoderer and Bonnie; High Standard's Bonnie 
(PP)  Prize I NA
Clifford Fleming and Belle; Fleming's Belle From 
Winchester Oaks (GS)  Prize II UT

Saturday April 26th
Kirt Gilliland and Jager (GS); Stoney Acres Jager Das 
Monster  Prize II UT
Vladimir Litvin and Berly; JJ'z Hotwirez Berlin (GW)  
Prize II UT
Chris Gentner and Cleo; Blitzgent's Cleo (PP)  Prize I UT

Sunday April 27th
Troy Lyon and Wrigley; Lakewood's Der Jager Herr 
Wrigley (SM)  Prize II NA
Todd Ashley and Angus; Whiskytown Laphroaig (GR)  
Prize III NA
Garo Missakian and Bonnie; Sternjagers Mocha Latte (GS) 
Prize III NA
Luke Kennedy and Bella; High Standards Bella (PP)  No 
Prize NA





The Dog That Cornered Osama Bin Laden...  
Not your standard K9

Submitted by Rodge Fradella - Author Unknown

When U.S. President Barack Obama went to Fort Campbell , Kentucky , for a highly 
publicized, but very private meeting with the commando team that killed Osama bin 
Laden, only one of the 81 members of the super-secret SEAL DevGru unit was identified 
by name: Cairo, the war dog.

Cairo, like most canine members of the elite U.S. Navy SEALs, is a Belgian Malinois. The 
Malinois breed is similar to German shepherds but smaller and more compact, with an 
adult male weighing in the 30-kilo range. (German shepherds are still used as war dogs 
by the American military but the lighter, stubbier Malinois is considered better for the 
tandem parachute jumping and rappelling operations often undertaken by SEAL teams. 
Labrador retrievers are also favored by various military organizations around the world. 
Like their human counterparts, the dog SEALs are highly trained, highly skilled, highly 
motivated special ops experts, able to perform extraordinary military missions by Sea, 
Air and Land (thus the acronym SEAL). The dogs carry out a wide range of specialized 
duties for the military teams to which they are attached: With a sense of smell 40 times 
greater than a human's, the dogs are trained to detect and identify both explosive 
material and hostile or hiding humans. The dogs are twice as fast as a fit human, so 
anyone trying to escape is not likely to outrun Cairo or his buddies. The dogs, equipped 
with video cameras, also enter certain danger zones first, allowing their handlers to see 
what's ahead before humans follow. As I mentioned before, SEAL dogs are even trained 
parachutists, jumping either in tandem with their handlers or solo, if the jump is into 
water. Last year canine parachute instructor Mike Forsythe and his dog Cara set the 
world record for highest man-dog parachute deployment, jumping from more than 
30,100 feet up - the altitude transoceanic passenger jets fly at. Both Forsythe and Cara 
were wearing oxygen masks and skin protectors for the jump. Here's a photo from that 
jump, taken by Andy Anderson for K9 Storm Inc. (more about those folks shortly). 



As well, the dogs are faithful, fearless and ferocious "incredibly frightening" and efficient 
attackers. When the SEAL DevGru team (usually known by its old designation, Team 6) 
hit bin Laden's Pakistan compound on May 2, Cairo 's feet would have been four of the 
first on the ground. And like the human SEALs, Cairo was wearing super-strong, flexible 
body Armour and outfitted with high-tech equipment that included "doggles" - specially 
designed and fitted dog goggles with night-vision and infrared capability that would even 
allow Cairo to see human heat forms through concrete walls. Now where on earth 
would anyone get that  kind of incredibly niche hi-tech doggie gear? From Winnipeg, of 
all places. Jim and Gloria Slater's Manitoba hi-tech mom-and-pop business, K9 Storm 
Inc., has a deserved worldwide reputation for designing and manufacturing probably the 
best body Armour available for police and military dogs. Working dogs, in 15 countries 
around the world, are currently protected by their K9 Storm body Armour.
May God bless our military!!!!!!!

One BadAss K-9 (cont.)



Welcome

Welcome to the So Cal NAVHDA Family Trevor!  Congratulations Troy and Dawn!



Thats All Folks…

North American Versatile 
Hunting Dog Association

Southern California 
Chapter

Kristin Cook
12851 Del Rey Drive

North Tustin, CA  92705

Please support all of the NAVHDA official 
sponsors:

Training Days Guidelines & Procedures:
(1) Please keep your dog under control at all times, particularly
     when he/she is not working on a drill.
(2) Everyone in the field must wear blaze orange hat, t-shirt or
     vest and have completed a hunter safety class or have a
     hunting license.
(3) Children are to be supervised and remain in the designated
      parking area at all times. 
(4) No alcohol on premises.
(5) “Boat Safety”, persons under 12 years of age must wear a life
      jacket when in the boat.
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Questions/Comments/Concerns:
Please let me know your thoughts, or share your stories.  Ideas are always welcome!
Thanks,
Kristin


